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/NI COSIA {R3l -r ban anrf'Sawfi Arabia, rival* rapidly i mpro ving their 
■ttans on s ane r ike Q»tf war, have agre ed to exchange ambassadors, 
Ttxca p Fqyc^prt Matter AS Afcfaar Valayati said oa Monday, The fauna 
«swy CRNA sad Me. Vd&yati met hb Satxfi counterpart Princ e 
«t foe sxfe&nes of a foreign ttutssten' meeting 
r^f;^ Organisadoa of the tonne ConSer ca ce (QJQ. It quoted Mr. 
' y**ajwf '*■ afterwards that Tehran and Riyadh had agreed id 

. ^pgrttde foefr Dgajwd already paced ttrir ambaaodoa. Iren and Saudi 
t ^ awB to g et her by foetr common opposition to Iraq's 
mVMUXl of : Kmj{ r a' yeter nan, a&faaugfa Tehran criticised Riyadh for 
Qfri&K Ac U-S.ffitfittiy.iO the Gulf and regained neutral in the Golf 
wa ^ T bc; rm^douotries, wtads are the world's biggest oil exporters. 
i yB j Ul ft C fl di p jonta ti c ties, jo March, after a three-year . break which 
q fatftnrwf tettiosa created by rraa’s 1979 Islamic revohaioti and the 
w. 
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Yemen reports large oil strike 

BAHRAIN <AP) — The biggest oil-production well in Yemen has been 
struck in a concession area held by Canadian Oxy. Yemen's Deputy Oil 
Minister Ahmad Qa'id Baraka: says. An official of the state-run Yemen 
Oil Organisation said Monday that the strike was “encouraging" but 
declined to give figures. The new discovery lies in the 35 .500-square - 
kilometre South Masilah concession in the Hadh ramaur province of 
southeast Yemen, according to the official. Mubarak Bamahmoud. Mr. 
Bamahmoub reached by telephone in Sanaa from Bahrain, said final 
results of test runs will be known at the end of 1991 . But Mr. Barakat, in a 
statement published Sunday in a weekly government paper called 
September 26. said oil flowed at a rate of 10.000 barrels per day from the 
spudded well and that it was 'the largest producing oil well in Yemen to 
date." Mr. Barakat said the highest cate of production from a well in 
Yemen so far had been 8300 barrels per day. recorded in one of the first 
wells spudded by the U.S. Hum Oil Company in iis North Yemen Marcd 
basin concession in 1984. 
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Rajavt denounces 
Iranian interference 
in Iraqi affairs 

BAGHDAD (R) — The leader 
... of foe Iranian oppositkm-in-exile, 
-reappearing in the Iraqi media for 
die. firm rime in two years, de- 
nounced Iranian iaterference in 
Iraq’s internal affairs Monday. 
Massoud Rajavi, leader of the 
Baghdad-based Mujahedecn-e- 
Khalq organisation, told an Iraqi 
leader that "dris continued in- 
terference (is) .a dear aa 
against peace and against the 
supreme interests of the Iranian 
people," the Iraqi News Agency 
(2NA) said, He was meeting Izzat 
Ibrahim, the vice chairman of 
Iraq's rating Revolution Com- 
mand Council. 

Swiss advised 
against 
Jobs in Kuwait 

BERNE (AP) — Federal author- 
ities said Monday they are 
caaboning Swiss against accept- 
ing jobs in Kuwait, where they 
would ostensibly 'replace Palesti- 
nians- A federal labour office 
spokesman issued the warning 
when asked to comment on bold- 
' faced ads in Swus newspapers in 
which a Kuwait enrpioyment 
agency is looking for English- 
speaking "secretaries, nurses, 
nannies, oooks, waiters 1 " and 
other personnel. Applicants are 
- asked to send passport details, 
ray a S50 registration fee to the 
Knwah-based agency and tele- 
phone. a Kuwait number for 
.ferthermfonnation. Pay is prom- 
: sed; to be “excellent." Dieter 
Grossen, a spokesman for the 
federal office, said the Kuwaiti 
agency did not ask for the re- 
quired authority for its recruit- 
ment drive m Switzeriand. Swiss 
offirfah had no badegrdund on 
the agency, be added. Bernard 
Ifeywood, identified in tbe ads as 
director of tbe-agcncy, slid in a. 
telephone interview, that the de- 

par t n re nfiMny PaU»«minp f: bad 

caused an acute shortage of per- 
sonnel. _ . ] ~ 

French sokUers . 
returned toKuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AP) -r Two 
French soldiers who went missing 
in Iraq were retinned to Kuwait 
Monday at a btKxler crossipg near 
thc Abdali refugee cvnp. The 
two men told a re p resen t a tive of 
the; International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) that they 
had not been mistreated. The 
ICRC negotiated their return. 
The men were identified as Chief 
Adjutant Jean-Oaude Laemle, 
42, and Adjutant Jean- Yves San- 
dra, 37, asagned as technical 
asastazHS to die Kuwait air force. 
They disappeared sear the bor- 
der last Tuesday, French diplo- 
mats sad. .There has been no 
explaraiioa from Frend) officials 
here about what the two soldiers 
were doing near the border. 

Nigeria to renew 
lies with Israel 

-TEL - AVIV ■ (R) — Nigerian 
Minister of External Affairs Ike 
Nwafchnkwu said Monday bis 
caamxy would soon renew di- 
pfomatic relations with Israel. 
"My presence here win dww 
deaaiylhewiffingDesson onrpart - 
to re«ore relations and l believe 
that win be -done not too long 
ftomranr," Mr, Nwachukwn told 
reporters after meeting Foreign 
Minister David Levy. He invited 
Mr^ Levy to Nigeria, saying: “I ■ 
believe when Mr. Levy comes on 
Ira visitwe wiH cross the Ts and 
dot the Ts and that will be it." 
Mr. Levy said he would find time 

«! inth p^&ns for an Skto- 
ber Middle East peace confer- 
ence^ aod' the U-N. Genera! 
Assembly whkfa he is to attend. 

Arsbn suspected 
In-Tehran fires 

TEHRAN ( AP) — Arson is sns- 
petted ie at least one of rile three 
fires iri Tehran’s main commer- 
end district in a week, a fireSgh- 
teraM Monday. Commenting oa 
blazeJaa Monday, which 
raged for seven bouts, Moham- 
mad Heydarizadeh said: “It is 
<^«^Mis'.to .iis that the fire was 
uittflticaaL "Investigators are 
ooatinnBgfo took for does." But 
Bfe/jg^Kfemadeh, whose station 
is nearest the bazaar district in 
downtown Tehran; fold the AP 
anfitiwt are Thursday that started 
in a. warehouse .foil of rice and. 
spoa^»;'was believed to have 
brenacadcmal. 


PNC to meet in Algiers ahead 
of planned peace conference 

Baker ends Mideast shuttle after talks with Benjedid 
and offer to Libya to attend parley as observer 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — The 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) is expected to meet in 
Algiers in September. PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat was 
quoted as saying Monday. 

Algeria’s state radio quoted 
Mr. Arafat as saying President 
Chadh Benjedid had agreed to 
host the PNC meeting. Mr. Ara- 
fat conferred with Mr. Benjedid 
in Algiere at the weekend. 

Urn PNC is the highest author- 
ity is the Palestinian movement. 
It appoints the PLO Executive 
Committee and takes long-term 
policy derision which are binding 
oa the PLO until the next par- 
liamentary meeting. 

It should meet once a year but 
the last session was in Algiers in 
November 1988, when h declared 
tei independent Palestinian state 
alongside Israel. 

The meeting comes before the 
expected opening in October of a 
Middle East peace conference 
sponsored by Moscow and 
Washington. 

A new PNC meeting has been 
under discussion for months but was 
held up by disputes wirhin the Palesti- 
nian movement over the allocation of 
seats. 

The PLO wants to bring the Mus- 


lim fundamentalist movement Hamas 
imo the council but PLO officials said 
Hamas, which is influential in the 
occupied Gaza Strip and pons of the 
West Bank, demanded 40 per cent of 
the scats. 

A PNC meeting would have to rule 
cm Palestinian participation in the 
proposed peace talks, which remains 
the wtin obstacle to the talks taking 
place. 

. The Arafat-Bcnjedid talks came 
ahead of a visit by U.S. Secretary of 
Star? James Baker to push his plan 
for the peace conference. 

Mr. Baker arrived Monday in 
Algiers and went into a meeting with 
Mr. Benjedid, Foreign Minister Lakh- 
dar Brahimi, and other official*. He 
was to fly to Washington after the 
talks. 

Sources said that Mr. Arafat, who 
left Algiers late Sunday, will try to 
create a broad base to suppport (be 
moderate stance towards the peace 
conference the PLO announced Sun- 
day in Tunis. 

But as be arrived at Houari 
Boumedicnpe airport here Sunday, 
Mr. Arafat repeated his oh -stated 
view that Middle East peace is not 
possible without the Palestinians. 

“We are in favour of a just and 
global peace, but on the conditions 
that this is not realised at the expense 
of the Palestinians." he said. 

Mr. Arafat later told Algerian 
radio that the Palestinain struggle will 


continue until the Palestinian flag 
flics over the mosques and churcbcs 
of Jerusalem, and accused Israel of 
setting the conditions for the peace 
conference. 

The PLO mcawhik dissociated it- 
self Monday from remarks by Arafat 
aide B attain Abu Sharif, who said 
Sunday he expected a deal on Palesti- 
nian representation at a peace confer- 
ence. 

An official PLO spokesman said 
Mr. Abu Sharif s remarks reflected 
bis personal views, not those of the 
PLO. 

Mr. Abu Shrif, who often acts as a 
mouthpiece for the PLO chairman’s 
most, moderate positions, told a group 
of American reporters accompanying 
Secretary Baker: 

“No 1 don't think there is an 
obstacle that will be big enough that 
will prevent a Palestinian from 
attending.” 

The PLO spokesman, quoted by 
the PLO news agency WAFA, said, 
“These statements do not represent 
the veh* of the PLO nor express iu 
position. They are personal remarks 
that engage only the author.” 

Mr. Abu Sharifs remarks were at 
variance with a statement the same 
day to Reuters by Mr. Arafat, who 
said he would not compormise on 
having Arab East Jerusalem Palesti- 
nians at the conference. 

Israel has agreed to attend the 
conference only if such Palestinians 


are not among the delegates. 

In a message to Chinese President 
Yang Shangkun Monday. Mr. Arafat 
reiterated that the PLO was deter- 
mined to oppose Israeli attempts to 
cxdudc the PLO and Jerusalem from 
peace talks. 

Mr. Abu Sahrif said on Monday the 
PLO was stiD awaiting an agreement 
with the United States on important 
points in U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions. 

He said the points were Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied terri- 
tories. including Jerusalem, and the 
implementation of resolutions calling 
for sclf-dctennination for the Palesti- 
nians. 

Mr. Arafat also sent messages 
Monday to the secretary general of 
the World Council of Churches and 
Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, drawing their attention to 
the danger to Muslims and Christians 
from the Judaisatioo of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Baker suggested Monday that 
Libya would be welcome as an obser- 
ver at the proposed peace conference. 

Mr. Baker wrapped up his 23-day 
trip abroad with the stopover in 
Algeria. 

An observer role for Libya is 
acceptable to the United States and 
would be “consisieat with Israel’s 
policy” as well, Mr. Baker said at a 
news conference. 

(CoBtfened on page 5) 


2 found 
killed in 
West Bank 

OCtUHH> JERUSALEM (AP) — 
pA brother and another relative of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) representative in Libya were 
found dead m the occupied West 
Bank Monday. 

The two men were abducted by 
unknown men from their homes in 
tiie village of Qabatiya Saturday, and 
(heir bodies were found Monday, 
d u m ped in the nearby town of Jenin, 
the reports said. 

An army official said Oabatiya’s 
mukhar notified authorities of the 
deaths. The case was under investiga- 
tion, the offioai said. 

Reporters identified one victim was 
AM Assad Abu Rab, 34, the brother 
of the PLO's representative in Libya, 
Izzai Abu Rab. The second was 
Mohammad Najib Abu Rab, 29, a 
distant relative of the PLO official, 
the r e p o r t e r s said. 

Abo Monday, Israel Radio re- 
ported the array stepped op security 
for Hanart Ashrawi. one of three 
Palestinians who met with U.S. 
Sec re tary of State James Baker last 
week to discuss proposed Middle East 
peace talks. 

The report came a day after the 
fundamentalist group Islamic Jihad, 
which rejects the U.S. peace initia- 
tive, issued death threats sg&insx Mrs. 
Ashrawi and the other two nego- 
tiators, Faisal Husseim and Zakatxya 
Al Agba. 

The report said army jeeps were 
ordered to pass frequently fay Mis. 
Ashcawf s West Bank home to deter 
attacks Mr. Husscmi’s home was 
p l a ced under police guard earlier. 

MHiiary sources said Monday they 
suspected militant Palestinians and 
Israelis were plotting attacks in the 
lupeofuboa^pumforaMiddle 
East peace conference in October. 

They said Palestinians from left- 

wing and religious groups might 
art* ft: Israeli targets, while Biilium 
Jews might attack Palestimam taking 
part in the peace ef fo rts. 


Iraq admits it had 
germ warfare lab 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq admitted for the first time on 
Monday that it had conducted germ warfare experiments but said it 
ceased shortly after the start of the Gulf war crisis last year. 

“The Iraqi side has informed the (U.N.) inspection team that there 
is a laboratory for biological research for military purposes within a 
general research establishment,” a Foreign Ministry spokesman told 
Iraqi newspapers. 

“Iraq dropped this biological research completely in autumn 1990 
because of the possibility of an attack (by the United States and its 
allies),’’ the ruling Baath Party newspaper Al Tbawra quoted him as 
saying. 

“There is positively no biological activity for military purposes, for 
ammunition or weapons building.” he added. 

The Foreign Ministry spokesman said the team had visited the 
research site in question and that authorities presented “all informa- 
tion and fully cooperated with the team to facilitate its mission.” 

Cooperation is a sensitive issue because of disclosures that Iraq had 
been less than candid with the first nuclear inspection terms. It was 
later learned that the country had a programme to enrich uranium, a 
process that is used in the making of atomic bombs. 

President George Bush and other Western leaders reacted 
strongly. Mr. Bush threatened to artack Iraq again if it did not come 
dean on ail its nuclear secrets. 

Under U.N. Security Council Resolution 687, Iraq must fully 
disclose its capability to produce nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons. If they exist, they must be destroyed, along with Iraq's 
ballistic missiles. 

David Kelly, the chief inspector of the germ warfare team, said 
Sunday that it was receiving “full cooperation” from Iraqi author- 
ities. He added that the Baghdad government had dedared Iraq has 
no biological weapons. 

“So far it’s actually been excellent.” Mr. Kelly told Reuters. “We 
have had a warm reception. Every request I have made has been met 
or they have said they will meet it." 

Mr. Kelly, whose 28-member team is drawn from nine countries, 
said they had spent the past two days investigating one site. 

Neither he nor the Iraqi spokesman identified the site. Sources 
dose to the team, which has 1 .5 tonnes of equipment, said analysis of 
samples taken would take time. 

The bead of another team of U.N. inspectors hunting for evidence 
of an Iraqi nuclear weapons programme said last week that Iraq was 
being ’‘very forthcoming.” 

David Kay, who is leading the fourth nudear inspection team to 
visit Iraq under the terms of ceasefire, said there had been a change 

(Contfauud oa page 5) 


Mubarak 
ends visit 
to Libya 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak returned to 
Egypt Monday after a two-day visit to 
Libya during which be rtisnittrri the 
Middle East proc e ss with Libyan 
leader Mtununar Qadhafi. 

Mr. Mubarak did not make any 
statements on arrival at the Nuzha 
airport in the city of Alexandria, 240 
kilometres northwest of Cairo where 
the president spends his summe r s. 

The first day of talks between the 
two leaders focused on a U.S. propos- 
al for a Middle East peace conference 
and the second day was dedicated to 
bilateral issues. 

Libya is the only country that U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker did 
not indude m hs tour of North Africa 
where be discussed with leaders there 
their passible role m the peace talks. 
He visited Morocco and Tunisia over 
the weekend and was in Algeria 
Monday. 

The United States has no relations 
with Libya which it accuses of spon- 
soring terrorism. 

Diplomats said Mr. Mubarak’s un- 
announced trip appeared to be in- 
tended to persuade Coland Qadhafi 
to take a positive rather than a 
destructive attitude towards the U.S.- 
led peace efforts. 

They said Mr. Mubarak's visit was 
also rimed to cushion Libyan anger at 
the U.S. Treasury Department which 
warned that Americans could be 
fined or jailed if they did business 
with 12 companies and 21 named 
individuals with Libyan connecti o ns. 

On Sunday, Libya accused 
Washington of violating international 
to ami pursuing unwavering hostility 
towards it 

Mr. Mubarak, who arrived in Tri- 
poli with top aides and several cabinet 
ministers Sunday, toured Libyan agri- 
cultural projects before having talks 
with COL Qadhafi in a bedouin tent. 

They held another round of talks 
Sunday night to discuss the Middle 
East peace process, newspapers said. 


Formal probe launched into 1980 hostage release 


WSHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Congress' Democratic leaders 
Monday announced a formal in- 
vestigation into charges Char the 
1980 Reagan-8 ush campaign 
schemed with Iranians to delay' 
the release of American hostages 
until after the presidential elec- 
tion. 

House of Representatives 
Speaker Thomas Foley and Sen- 
ate majority leader George 
MxtchdX said foe investig a tion 
would be carried out by the 
House foreign affairs and Sen&K 
foreign relations committees. 

“These allegations are both 
persistent and disturbing,” the 
two leaders said in a joint state- 
ment. “They have led us to con- 
dude, along with former presi- 
dents (Jimmy) Carter and 
(Ronald) Reagan, and President 
(George) Bosh, that these allega- 
tions should be laid to rest once 
and for all." 

Rep. Lee Hamilton of Indtanaj 
wiB lead foe House of Repre- 
sentatives investigation. Sen, 


Terry Sanford, of North Caroli- 
na, will bead the effort in foe 
Senate. 

“We have no conclusive evi- 
dence of wrongdoing, but the 
seriousness of the allegations and 
foe weight of circumstantial in- 
formation compel an effort to 
establish foe facts,” speaker 
Foley and Mr, Mitchell said in 
their statement. 

ML Foley told reporters that 
he and Mr. Mitchell accepted 
President Bush’s word that he 
bad nothing to do with the allega- 
tions. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwaier said Mr. Bush has 
mixed feeBngs about the inves- 
tigation. 

"The president's always said 
that if. there’s legitimate evi- 
dence, and real reasons for an. 
investigation, then they ought to. 
get to the bottom of it If it’s just 
what you call a witchhunt of some 
kind, then it’s foolish,'’ 

House Republican leader Bob 
Michel of Illinois said be thought 


foe investigation would be s 
waste of time and money. “I 
think we’ll be wasting an awful lot 
of money on a charade," he told 
reporters. “There's nothing there 
and the people back home don't 
give two boots about it." 

Asked if he thought the Demo- 
crats were holding the investiga- 
tion* for political reasons, Mr. 
Michel said, “There's no question 
about it.” Bui Mr. Foley re- 
sponded by saying, “it's not a 
waste of .time to put these allega- 
tions to rest.” 

Gary Side, a member of Mr. 
Carter’s National Security Coun- 
cil (NSC) staff, alleged in a New 
Yonc Times article in April that 
Reagan campaign officials met 
with Iranians during 1980 to pre- 
vent a bostge release before the 
Nov. 4 elections. 

The 52 Ameican hostages were 
faced by Iran minutes after Mr. 
Reagan was sworn m as preadmit 
oa Jan. 20, 1981 ending Mr. 
Carter's four-year tens. The hos- 
tages had been held since Oct. 3. 


1979 when they were captured by 
militants who seized the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran. 

Mr. Carter’s failure to win re- 
lease of the hostages was seen as 
a major factor in his overwhelm- 
ing loss to Mr. Reagan and his 
vice-presidential running mate 
Bush. 

“In the course of hundreds of 
interviews, in foe United States, 
Europe and the Middle East, I 
have been told repeatedly that 
individuals associated with foe 
Reagan-Busb campaign of 1980 
met secretly with Iranian officials 
to delay the release of foe Amer- 
ican hostges until after the pres- 
idential election,” Mr. Sick 
wrote. 

"For this favour, Iran was re- 
warded with a substantial supply 
of arms from Israel,” he said. 

Mr. Sick said Reagan’s staff 
was fearful of an “October sur- 
prise” that could swing the elec- 
tion to Mr. Carter. 

(Continu ed an page 5) 



Prince Hassan meets World Bank team: 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan received 
Monday a World Rank technical team currently 
visiting the Kingdom (photo above). Discussions in 
the meeting centred on developing the science and 
technology sector in Jordan and means to promote 


national exports to new markets. The delegation 
praised the standard of Jordanian products and 
reaffirmed the bank's policy of helping foe develop- 
ment of national industries and the science and 
technology sectors (Petra photo). 


Jordan urges OIC to seek 
an end to sanctions on Iraq 

Kingdom exerting efforts to heal rift 
in Arab and Islamic ranks — Ensour 


ISTANBUL (Petra) — Jordan 
Monday called for an end to the 
economic embargo which, it said, 
is threatening the lives of 150.000 
Iraqi children in foe coming few 
months due to severe food and 
medicine shortage. 

“Jordan appeals to the Islamic 
and Arab countries to end foeir 
differences resulting from foe 
Gulf crisis and reestablish solidar- 
ity that can help foe Arabs and 
Muslims overcome problems and 
build bridges of cooperation,” 
said Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Ensour. 

In an address to foe Islamic 
foreign ministers’ conference 
here, the minister said that “the 
Arabs and Muslims have a sacred 
duty towards ending the embargo 
on Iraq, whose children, women 
and sick people are facing real 
danger of death and whose food 
and medical supplies are running 
out.” 

Dr. Ensour said new world 
blocs are emerging at a time when 
foe world community is shaping a 
new world order. “This places on the 
Arab and Muslim countries his- 
toric responsibilities and calls for 
close cooperation and serious 
efforts to deal with regional prob- 
lems,” he said. 

Referring to foe situation in 
occupied Palestine, foe minister 
said that the Holy City of Jeru- 
salem “calls out to the conscience 
of the Islamic nations for help.” 


He also said the unresolved 
Palestine problem was impeding 
foe Arab and Islamic nations' 
endeavours to attain scientific 
and technological progress. 

Israel, the minister said, has 
exploited the new developments 
m international relations and suc- 
ceeded in “rallying support for 
world Zionism at a time when 
foe Arabs and Muslims are in 
total disarray.” 

The Gulf crisis, foe minister 
added, has revealed “the pre- 
sence of a dangerous weakness in 
Arab and Islamic nations’ rela- 
tions and within the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC).” 

In view of its geographic loca- 
tion and its relations with 
Arab and Islamic countries, Jor- 
dan has been seeking to build 
relations with Arab and Muslim 
countries on the basis of mutual 
respect and to solve conflicts 
through peaceful means, foe 
minister said. 

At present foe Kingdom is 
seeking to heal the rift among 
Islamic countries resulting from 
foe Gulf crisis and is building 
bridges of oooperation among 
Arab and Islamic nations, espe- 
cially with the Palestinian people 
who are exposed to real danger 
under Israeli occupation, be said. 

• Dr. Ensour referred to recent 
reports about the deteriorating 
economic and social conditions in 


the occupied Arab territories re- 
sulting from the Gulf war, and 
said that the Palestinians were 
facing the “dual threat" of econo- 
mic destruction and the influx of 
thousands of Jewish settlers. 

“Jordan calls for the imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and an end to 
the Israeli occupation of Arab 
land in implementation of 
international legitimacy,” foe 
foreign minister said. 

The Gulf crisis, he said, has 
adversely affected the Palestine 
.issue. “The Palestinian people 
are now facing a serious situation; 
it is foe duty of the Arab and 
Islamic nations to extend a help- 
ing hand to the oppressed Palesti- 
nians.” he said. 

Jordan, he said, insists that 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 be implemented 
in full and that Israel’s occupation 
be terminated from all Arab 
lands, including Arab Jerusalem. 
Jordan, he added, seeks to ex- 
change land for peace and will 
continue to seek peace based on 
justice and international legitima- 
cy. 

Referring to domestic issues, 
Dr. Ensour said that the King- 
dom was going ahead with plans 
to enhance foe process of demo- 
cracy and human rights and to 
consolidate civil and political 
rights and political pluralism. 


Panel chief says Security Council 
dragging feet over war damages 


GENEVA (AP) — The head of a 
U.N. panel studying how much 
Iraq should pay in damages for its 
occupation of Kuwait said Mon- 
day that a lad: of consensus in foe 
Security Council has hampered 
the group’s work. 

The official. Belgian diplomat 
Philippe Berg, said this is because 
the Security Council had failed to 
set a ceiling for what share of 
future oil revenue Iraq should be 
told to pay into an as yet empty 
U.N. -administered fund. 

The U.N. Compensation Com- 
mission, a subsidiary of the 
Security Council, can suggest foe 
exact percentage to be contri- 
buted by Iraq only after foe coun- 
cil sets a maximum, he. said. 

’Lacking a decision by the 
Security Counril on the ceiling, 
we could not make any progress 
on this issue,” Mr. Berg, head of 
the commission’s 15-nation gov- 
erning council, told a news con- 
ference. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar has suggested a 
30-per cent share. 

Four of foe five permanent 
-Security Council members — Bri- 
tain, France, the Soviet Union 
and China — have seemed ready 
to agree. The United Stales held 
out for a higher proportion in the 
past and most recently bas called 
the 30-per cent figure the abso- 
lute minimum. 

Allowing Iraq to resume oii 
exports would require a decision 
by the U.N. Sanctions Commit- 


tee. 

The compensation panel 
finished its first two-week meet- 
ing Friday. It agreed that claims 
by needy individuals should get 
priority. 

Iraq returning gold 

Iraq Monday began transferring 
millions of dollars in gold bars 
taken from Kuwait's central bank 
during foe occupation, U.N. offi- 
cials said in Kuwait City. 

The operation in the remote 
Saudi border outpost of Arar was 
supervised by a special 23- 
member United Nations team, 
including stevedores, packers, 
security men and two gold spe- 
cialists from Austria. 

On hand at Arar airport at the 
start of the process were 10 repre- 
sentatives each from Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, said one 
U.N. officer reached by tele- 
phone. 

“Everything is going on fine,” 
is all he would say about foe 
transfer, noting that it could take 
up to 40 days. 

The governor of Kuwait's cen- 
tral bank. Sheikh Salem Abdul 
Aziz Al Sabah, was quoted in the 
pro-government Sawr Al Kuwait 
newspaper Monday as saying pro- 
cessing foe shipments would take 
time because each bar has to be 
tested. 

"It is not easy to receive these 
bars,” Sheikh Salem told Sawt Al 
Kuwait. “They will have to be 


tested one by one to make sure 
they are the right weight and that 
the gold is pure.” 

He told the newspaper it might 
take 12 days. The reason for foe 
difference was not immediately 
dear. It was also not clear when 
the gold would be moved to 
Kuwait. 

The gold bars — along with 
Kuwaiti currency and gold and 
silver coins — were taken from 
the central bank vaults during 
Iraq's seven-month occupation. 

Sheikh Salem said the gold was 
being trucked overland from 
Baghdad. 

Kuwait and Iraq in June agreed 
that foe quantity of missing gold 
totalled 3.216 bars. 

Sheikh Salem said that each 
bar weighed 13 kilogrammes. 

Iraq also has agreed to return 
Kuwaiti currency taken during 
foe occupation. He estimated foe 
face value of the missing currency 
at about $260 million, although 
Iraq has said it has just S170 
million in bank notes. 

The currency . now is worthless 
and will be destroyed, he add^d. 

The old banknotes were can- 
celled by the Kuwaiti government 
during its exile in Saudi Arabia, 
and new Kuwaiti banknotes were 
issued after Kuwait's liberation 
by allied forces on Feb. 26. 

Sheikh Salem said Kuwait also 
expected gold and silver coins to 
be -returned by Iraq. He valued 
them at about 500,000 dinars, or 
more than $1.5 million. 
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Saud: Israel to blame 
if peace efforts fail 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESD AY, AUGUST^ 19 9^ / 


ISTANBUL (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia's foreign minister said Mon- 
day the Arabs have done their 
part to make peace with Israel 
and the Jewish state should take 
the blame if a Middle East con- 
ference did not materialise. 

“We are at a historical cros- 
sroads. The Arabs have chosen 
the path of peace. History will 
not have mercy upon those who 
stand as a stumbling block in this 
way," Prince Saud A1 Faisal told 
a meeting of foreign ministers 
from the 45-narion Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference (OIC). 

“The Israeli party is still ob- 
structing the process of peace, 
refusing to respond to the call of 
peace and must be held responsi- 
ble for this,” he said in a speed). 

He said that Israel's policy of 
building new settlements in the 
occupied territories was “a major 
obstacle to current efforts to ac- 
hieve peace in the Middle East." 

Riyadh has backed efforts by 
U.S. Security of State James Bak- 
er to convene a Middle East 
peace conference co-sponsored 
by the Soviet Union, Syria, Leba- 
non, Jordan and Egypt have 
agreed to attend the ^conference. 

Israel has agreed to attend the 
talks if Washington can come up 
with an acceptable formula for 
who will represent the Palesti- 
nians. The issue is seen as the 
main obstacle in the way of a 
conference. 

Israel refuses to sit down with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

It also opposes the presence of 
Palestinian delegates from Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Prince Saud said Jerusalem, 
apparently referring to the east- 
ern part of the city, was part of 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 
He did not elaborate. 

He also called for international 
action to pressure Israel into 
withdrawing from South Leba- 
non. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Alt 
Akbar Velayati told the OIC 



meeting Palestinians could gain 
nothing from the proposed peace 
conference and should intensify 
their uprising in the Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

“In oor view, only Israel stands 
to gain from the negotiations," be 
said. 

“Even in the most optimistic 
assessment, the peace amference 
could not contain any gains for 
the Palestinian cause,” Velayati 
said ~ adding: 

“We find the future of Pales- 
tine as gruesome and vage.” 

The OIC meeting is being 
attended by a Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) delega- 
tion and ministers from all Arabs 
countries involved in the Middle 
East conflict. 

Mr. Velayati told the meeting: 
“We believe an honourable set- 
tlement of the Palestinian prob- 
lem is only possible through a 
deepening of the intifada, and 
after a strong and united front has 
been formed.” 

He said that for the United 
States, which is presang for an 
October peace conference, 
“Israeli interests reign supreme." 

He said the divisions in the 
Islamic community caused by the 
Gulf crisis bad allowed Israel to 
harden its position on all ques- 
tions, including territory, migra- 
tion and Palestinian representa- 
tion in talks. 

Even if a Middle East confer- 
ence were convened, he said it 
“would not lead to the complete 
realisation of the rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

“So long as the Muslim Palesti- 
nian nation does not regain, its 
rights, peace will not return to 
this region." 

Mr. Velayati said time was on 
the Palestinians’ side as Israel had 
never been nor would ever be 
able to crush the intifada, which 
began in December 1987. 

“The movement has not been 
suppressed despite the resort to 
most violent methods," he said. 


Bush voices confidence 
over Cyprus settlement 


NICOSIA (AP) — President 
George Bush Monday sent a.mes-. 
sage to the president of Cyprus 
expressing confidence that prog- 
ress can be achieved towards 
reunification of the war-divided 
island. 

The message was a follow-up to 
last Friday’s announcement by 
Mr. Bush that Greek Prime 
Minister Constantin Mitsotakis 
and Turkish President Turgut 
Ozal had agreed to discuss the 
future of Cyprus at a meeting in 
the United States in September, 
provided there was an adequate 
narrowing of differences mean- 
time. 

An official Cyprus government 
statement quoted Mr. Bush as 
saying in his message that he was 
confident that “we can create 
progress, bold the meeting and 
create a framework to settle the 
dispute that divides Cyprus.” 

Mr. Bush was further quoted as 
saying “if 1 am right, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I look forward to welcom- 
ing you to the United States in 
September.” 

The Bush message was deli- 
vered to Mr. Vassiiiou by Nelson 
Ledsky, the U.S. State Depan- 
men t’s Cyprus coordinator, dur- 
ing a two-hour meeting. 

■ The official announcement said 
that U.S. Secretary of Stale 
James Baker also sent a letter to 
Mr. Vassiiiou. Mr. Baker was 
quoted as saying that he was 
following Cyprus events closely, 
particularly United Nations 
efforts to narrow differences in 
advance of a possible meeting 
chaired by the secretary-general. 

The lengthy Vassilion-Ledsky 
meeting, coupled with the Bosh 
and Baker messages, heightened 
speculation of a likely break- 
through in reunification efforts. 


Mr. Vassiiiou Saturday wel- 
comed Mr. Bush's statement 
as “a very significant develop- 
ment.” But he added that prog- 
ress would depend on a change of 
policy by the Turkish side. 

The Cyprus government state- 
ment said the Bush message 
underlined “that both the United 
States and the United Nations are 
now in a much improved position 
to press for progress.” 

Mr. Bush also stated that every 
effort will be made to narrow 
differences before the September 
meeting. 

Mr. Bush further described the 
current momentum as very en- 
couraging. He stressed that the 
United States keeps an open 
mind and is ready to discuss with 
all parties concerned the question 
of their own role in the Septem- 
ber meeting. 

He added that the United 
States will be guided on this issue 
by the U.N. secretary-general's 
view of what would best promote 
a Cyprus settlement. 

This was seen as a reference by 
Mr. Bush to a basic disagreement 
between the two sides over the 
participants at the September 
meeting. 

The Turkish view, supported 
by Mr. Bush in earlier state- 
ments. is that this should be 
confined to Greece. Turkey and 
the Greek and Turkish Cypriot 
communities. 

The Greek side demands a 
wider meeting with the participa- 
tion of Greece, Turkey, the Cyp- 
rus government, plus representa- 
tives of the two island communi- 
ties and the five permanent mem- 
bers of the Secnirty Council. 

The four-party meeting is seen 
as an attempt to elevate the 
breakaway Turkish Cypriot state. 


workers paramedics remove charred bodies from the bombed A1 Ameriyeh shelter in 
February 1991 (Fffle photo) 

Destroyed bombed shelter 
stands as memorial in Baghdad 


By Walter Putnam 

The Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — The black- 
ened concrete walls of the 
Ameriya air raid shelter still 
the scent of smoke. 

The only fight in the caver- 
nous, ground-floor chamber 
of the shelter comes from the 
gaping hole in tire roof where 
bombs crashed through id 
early February, incinerating 
hundreds of people who had 
sought refuge inside. 

Rays of light illuminate the 
severed, gnarled steel bars 
that once reinforced the three- 
metre thick concrete ceding. 
A sheet of steel that lined the 
ceiling is peeled back in a 
giant curl. 

Light shines on a four- 
metre wide crater in the ce- 
ment floor where the bombs 
continued their deadly path 
into the underground cham- 
bers. 

As many as 200 people 
may still be buried in those 
rooms. The Iraqi government 
says 394 victims were re- 
moved from the she tier, but 
residents of the surrounding 
neighbourhood say 600 peo- 
ple were in the shelter the 
night of the attack. 

“Didn’t those satellites see 


civilians were using it?" 
asked Taleb Abbas, who fives 
across the street from the 
shelter. 

He said nine of his family 
members, including his 
brother’s wife and children, 
were burned to death in the 
bombing. 

The U.S. military has said its 
aircraft bombed the shelter be- 
cause it was used as a com- 
munications centre by the Iraqi 
army. 

Mr. Abbas, 33, said he was 
stationed in Kuwait as part of the 
Iraqi army. 

He was on home leave at the 
time of the Feb. 13 bombing. 

He said his sister, sister-in- 
law and seven oieces and 
nephews were spending the 
flight in the shelter while he 
was at home with his wife, 
brother and elderly mother. 

About 4:30 a.m., they 
beared the sounds of aircraft. 

“Suddenly, there was a big' 
explosion. We could tell it 
was nearby. Most of the win- 
dows were shattered," Mr. 
Abbas said. “We ran down- 
stairs. There was another ex- 
plosion that smashed the rest 
of tire windows." 

He looked out the kitchen 
window and saw smoke com- 


ing from the roof of the 
shelter. 

“I told my brother, ‘look. I 
think it was the shelter that 
was hit”’ 

They ran across the street. 

“I stumbed over two 
bodies, two women. The 
door was locked from the 
inside. Nobody else could get 
out. We couldn't get in,” Mr. 
Abbas said. “I realised then 
that we had lost them all. I 
started screaming.” 

Fire brigades, soon ar- 
rived, but the doors to the 
shelter had been Locked be- 
fore the raid and rescue 
workers could not im- 
mediately get inside. 

“All of ns were helpless. 
We couldn’t do anything,” 
Mr. Abbas said. “No one 
could get in until people from 
the Department of Military 
Industry came. They began 
to bring cut bodies. They 
were all burned, badly 
burned " 

Most of the dead were 
burned beyond recognition 
and identifying the casualties 
took days. 

Those who could be identi- 
fied were buried by their 
families. The others were 
placed in a mass grave. 


China urges Israeli 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Senior 
cabinet meinbers Monday 
warned Hawkish Housing Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon to stop personal 
attacks cm Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir over the prime 
minister’s role in the peace pro- 
cess. 

Mr. Sharon is the most out- 
spoken opponent of Israel’s parti- 
cipation in proposed Middle East 
peace talks, and in Sunday’s stor- 
my cabinet session accused Israeli 
leaders of being “amateur nego- 
tiators." 

The cabinet voted 16-3 to 
approve Mr. Shamir's proposal 
that Israel attend the talks, pro- 
vided that the dispute over 
Palestinian negotiators is settled. 
Mr. Sharon was among those who 
voted “No.” 

Police Minister Ronnie Milo, 
who belongs tm Mr. Shamir’s 
inner aide, said he could under- 
stand emotional outbursts in the 
heat of debate, but suggested that 
Mr. Shamir would not tolerate 
additional attacks. 

“If there are troubles, the 
prime minister certainly will have 
to express his opinion and pre- 
vent them so the government can 
function," Mr. M3o said on Israel 
Radio Monday. 

The Haaretz newspaper said 
several senior cabinet ministers 
suggested that Mr. Shamir fire 
Mr. Sharon unless Mr. Sharon 
stops his attacks. It did not name 
the ministers, and Mr. Milo said 
be was not among them. 


Mr. Sharon, who was the 
architect of Israel’s 1982 invasion 
of Lebanon, claims tire U.S.- 
proposed peace conference is 
move likely to bring war than 
result in an end to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

Foreign Minister David Levy 
sharply rebuked Mr. Shamir in an 
interview with Israel Radio, call- 
ing his comments “unsubstantial, 
frustration bordering on audacity 
and arrogance." 

“We have achieved positions 
that everyone thought impossible 
just a year ago. Israel is marching 
on the path of peace under the 
best possible opening condi- 
tions,” Mr. Levy added. 

Mr. Sharon alleged that Mr. 
Shamir had reversed earlier gov- 
ernment decisions against allow- 
ing U.N. and European participa- 
tion in peace talks. He asserted 
that “Syria hasn't undergone any 
changes," in its policy towards 
Israel. 

“The United States is leading 
ns into a very dangerous pro- 
cess,” Mr. Sharon told Israel 
Television. He maintained that 
the proposed talks were a “Syrian 
trick.” 

He said the government put on 
“an amazing show of weak- 
ness in the conduct of negotia- 
tions ... we in essence gave in on 
all oor demands, because of the 
amateur way the negotiations 
were conducted." 

Mr. Shamir, who rarely dis- 
plays emotion, said during the 


cabinet session he would not 
panic persona] insults and that bis 
critics only showed “an unbridled 
Inst for power,” according to 
radio reports. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Shamir has 
begun to prepare for talks. The 
prime minister’s office, the de- 
fence ministry and the foreign 
ministry are cooperating to work 
out Israel’s negotiating positions. 

The Yedioth Ahronoth news- 
paper said one proposal is to aim 
for interim settlements with 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan that 
do not involve “territorial com- 
promise." 

The peace conference is to be 
based on U.N. Resolutions 242 
and 338 which call on Israel to 
give up land occupied in the 1967 
war m exchange for secure bor- 
ders. 

Mr. Shamir has said Israel 
would not withdraw from any 
occupied lands, a move that has 
helped him hold far-right mem- 
bers of his cabinet at bay. 

He specifically mentioned a re- 
fusal to withdraw from the 
Golan. That statement was meant 
to cut off speculation that Israel 
would be willing to compromise 
on the Golan for peace with 
Syria, it most implacable Arab 
foe. 

After Sunday's cabinet session. 
Health Minister Ehud Ohnert, 
another member of Mr. Shamir’s 
circle, said Israel would nor 
change its “firm position" on 
keeping the strategic heights. 


BEIJING (Agencies) — China 
Monday welcomed Israel’s con- 
ditional acceptance of a Middle 
East peace conference but urged 
it to adopt a more flexible posi- 
tion to ensure its success. 

“We welcome any effort .that 
will help to advance the peace 
process in the Middle East.'* a 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said. 

“It is hoped that the Israeli 
government will take a more 
flexible position so as to facilitate 
tiie comprehensive, just and en- 
during solution to the Middle 
East issue,” he said. 

Under pressure from Washing- 
ton and Moscow, Israel con- 
ditionally agreed Thursday to 
attend a peace conference if U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
could solve the sensitive issue of 
who would represent the Palesti- 
nians. 

Israel says it will not sit down 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). ft also 
opposes involvemenr of Palesti- 
nian delegates from Arab East. 
Jerusalem. 

China, one of the five perma- 
nent members of the United Na- 
tions Security Council, has re- 
cently adopted a higher profile in 
the Middle East by taking part in 
a regional arms control meeting 


in Paris in June and sending 
Prem.er U Peng oh a six-nation 
Middle East tour the same 
month. 

Beijing does not have diploma- 
tic links with Israel, although it 
does recognise the State of Pales- 
tine. 

Labourites visiting China 

An Israeli Labour Party delega- 
tion including two paxfiamenta- 
rians is making a low-profile visit 
to China, Chinese and Israeli 
sources confirmed Monday. 

Ft is the latest in a series of 
quiet, semi-official contacts be- 
tween the two countries. 

A Middle East peace settle- 
ment was believed to be among 
topics discussed by the delega- 
tion, which arrived last week and 
is staying nearly two weeks- 

Tbe Chinese Foreign Ministry 
said the Israeli group was invited 
by the China Association for In- 
ternational Understanding, a 
semi-official group headed by a 
senior Communist Party mem- 
ber. Li Yimang. 

The ministry referred to the 
Israelis as “personages for peace” 
but refused to say whom they 
were meeting or what was being 
discussed. 

Israeli sources in Beijing,. 


speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said’ the group members, 
were Leva Eliev and EG Dayan, 

members of Israel’s parliament, 
Israel Gat, chairman - of the 
Labour Party’s international rela- 
tions department, and Masha 
Lublasfcy, a board member of 
Israel’s largest trade union. 

The Hong Kong newspaper, 
the South China Morning Post, 
said they were to meet Chinese 
Vice Foreign Minister Yang 
Fucbang, but the Chinese refused 
to confirm such a meeting was to 
take place. 

The director-general of Israel's 
Foreign Ministry, - Reuven 
Merhav, made what China called 
a private visit to Beijing in 
March. He also reportedly met 
with Chinese Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen in New York in 
1990. 

Neither side has revealed what 
was discussed. 

nihia opened a branch of its 
state-run travel office in Tel Aviv 
last year, establishing the first 
Chinese 'government presence in 
Israel. Israel has opened an office 
of its academy of science and 
humanities in Beijing. 

The two countries have agreed 
to let each other’s state-run news 
organisations exchange offices. . , 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cabinet members rally around 
Shamir and warn Sharon 


UNRWA protests to Israel 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — The United 
Nations agency looking after Palestinian refugees 
accused Israeli paramilitary police on Monday of 
teargassing two of its employees. The U.N. Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) protested to Israeli 
authorities charging police tossed a teargass gre- 
nade through tiie open window of a parked U.N. 
car at Balata refugee camp near the West Bank 
town of Nablus Thursday. An UNRWA spokes- 
man said the army had yet to reply. The workers in 
the car, one Norwegian and a Palestinian, were 
overcome by gas and a car phone was burned, the 
spokesman said. He said the police action was 
unprovoked and deliberate. 

‘Pressure will not help hostages 

BEIRUT (AP) — State Minister Abdullah A1 
Amin was quoted Monday as saying that economic 
pressure on Lebanon by the United States and 
Britain to obtain the release of their hostages was 
unfair and would not help free the captives. 
“These countries which are aware that we are not 
responsible for this matter should not put pres su re 
on us economically and try to prevent us from 
receiving aid or loans,” he said. “Pressuring us will 
not be beneficial at ail in obtaining the release of 
those hostages.” the minister said in an interview 
with the A1 Sharq daily. Mr. Amin is state minister 
without portfolio and head of the Baalh Party in 
Lebanon. He was responding to remarks made by 
British Ambassador David Tathem Wednesday in- 
which he said it would be very difficult to rerive 
the Lebanese economy to take off; until die 
problem of the foreign hostages is resolved. 
Lebanese officials have said the continued deten- 
tion of the hostages in Lebanon is making it hard 
to raise and from western countries to rebuild the 
war-shattered economy. 

Germans to search for kidnappers 

BONN (R) — Two German police officers have 
flown to Turkey to help in the search for 10 
German tourists abducted from a campsite last 
week, the federal criminal office said Monday. 
Four armed men took the Germans — four 
women, three men, two young girls and a boy — 
from their campsite by a lake in the crater of 
Mount Nemrut, 800 kilometres east of Ankara. “It 
is still unclear what the motives of the perpetrators 
are,” the Wiesbaden-based criminal office said. 
“We still do not know whether there are political 
reasons or whether ransom demands are to be 
expected." A Turkish official said Sunday security 
forces suspected the Marxist Kurdish Workers. 
Party (PKK), whose seven-year campaign for 
independence from Ankara has claimed more than 
3,200 lives, but he added the abductors might be 
“mere robbers.” 

5 killed as rackets hit Afghan town 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Guerrillas fighting the 
Soviet-backed government in Afghanistan fired 
rockets into the eastern town of Mehtar Lam 
Sunday, killing five people, the official Kabul 
Radio said. Government forces' killed 16 rebels in 
a counter-attack on their positions, said the 
broadcast, monitored in Pakistan. Mehtar Lam is 


the capital of Laghman province- Leadeis of the 
Mujahideen guerrillas gave guarded approval ^) a 
United Nations peace framework in Islqmitafui 
Tuesday. But they vowed to continue their 13-year 
armed struggle to force President Najibullah to 
step down. . . 

Polisario reports Moroccanrald 

NICOSIA (R) — PoKsario guerrillas accused 
Morocco overnight of mounting an air raid against 
an nags in the Western Sahara, where an informal 
ceasefire has been in effect for nearly two years. A 
guerrilla communique broadcast, on Algiers Radio 
said the Moroccan air force staged a “massive 
attack” on Tifariti, a waterbole in the northeast of 
the territory outside the area controlled by the 
Moroccan army. But the communique stud Pofc- 
sario was willing to regard the raid as “an isolated 
incident”. It gave no details of casualties or 
damage. PoKsario has fought for independence 
since Spam ended its colonial pile in the mainly 
desert Western Sahara 15 years ago without 
agreeing with the inhabitants who should, take 
over. Both tides have accepted a United Nations 
plan for a referendum next year. No serious 
fighting had been reported since November 1989. 
Tifariti is about lSitilome tres from Mauritania and 
•about 300 kflbmetres from the Atlantic coast. 

. Polisario, which habits main ba^e&iri Algeria,said 
■ the oasis was 100 kilometres firom the defensive 
wall built by the Moroccan army as a shield against 
guerrilla raids. 

Karami: Electionsby spring 

BEIRUT (R) — Prime Minister Omar Karami 
said Monday parliamentary elections in Lebanon, 
the first since 1972, would take place soon, 
preferably by- next spring. “The parliamentary 
elections are near,” Mr. Karami tokS reporters at 
this h e adquarters in Beirut. “In my opinion, the 
elections mutt’be conducted next spring at the' 
latest,” The last parliamentary elections in Leba- ’ 
non were held 19 years ago. The outbreak of civil 
war in 1975 prevented elections for a new assembly 
in 1976 and parliament has had its mandate 
renewed at four-year intervals ever since. Under 
an agreement to end tire war, the number of seats 
in parliament has been increased from 99 to 108— 
half for Christians and half for Muslims. The 
of the current parliament expires in 199L 1 

Militants attack Paklstani ofHces 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani police arretted 
more than 300 Shiite Muslim unHtants who attack- 
ed government offices in Islamabad Mon day with 
sticks, catapults and stones, police officials Mid. 
They said the detainees, all members of the 
militant Tehrik Nifaz FiqM-Jafiia (TNFJ) orga- 
nisation, were accused of rioting and 
public property. The mifitants had eazfier assem- 
bled outs ide p arliament for a demo nst ration to- 
mark the third anmversary of the assassination of 
their religious leader Arif A1 Husstani. Tte de- J 
monstrators accused the government of foriimp to 
punish Mr. Husseini’s killers. Later they attad eed 
nearby government secretariat * blocks withstoncs 
and damaged windows and cars before -notice 
broke up the demonstration with battin-efaaroo* 
and rounded up most of the partftapants, eSe? 
witnesses said. Shiites are a mmoritynT Pakistan* 
wbose population , of more' than 113 milikm =is 
dominated by Sunni Muslims. " 
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Meteorology. 

It will be fair and winds wffl be 
northwest e rly moderate, fres h e n ing at 
tones. In Aqd», winds wffl be norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 

Min ./max. temp. 
Amman 17/28 

Aqaba 24/35 

Deserts 18/34 

Jordan Valley 23 / 35 

Yesterday's high banperatnno; Ant 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


man 29, Aqaba 36. Hnmk&y readings: 
Amman 59 per cent, Aqaba 32 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN.- 

Dr. Saeed Tawfiq 78828S 

Dr. Ayman Abdul Jaber 614222 

Dr. Anwar Aqrabawi 642696 

Dr. Khalil AbdolGader 795392 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asexna pharmacy 657055 

Nainmkh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 


DUUD: 

Dr. Radwan AlSaad ..... 
AlSharaa* pha r macy 


<- ) 

(275825) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabah A1 Borini <— ) 

Khahfeh pharmacy 965417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6i 

Civil Defence Department 61 

ChrQ Defence Inmicrfiaic 

Rescue £ 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Resaw Police 192,621111.6: 

Foe Brigade ® 

Blood Bank T, 

Highway Police 8 ‘ 

Traffic Police 8! 

PabhcScemiqr Department t 

Hotel Complaints 6( 

Price Complaints « 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints ffi 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 71 

.Telephone Information 

(directory aariaanoc) 

Overseas Calls 01 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Repairs 63 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 6< 

Jordan Television 7i 

Radio Jordan 7 ; 

Water Authority 6 f 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...81 
Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaUdi Maternity, J. Aran ... 644281/6 
Akifeb Maternity. J. Anm.... 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Sfameisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AI-AhK, Abdati 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mnhajreen 717101/3 

Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Anny.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 6022-MV50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaraa Nnbooaf Hospital .. (09)900560 

Iba Sma Hospital (09)986732 

DUUD: 

Princess Besma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Gnxl, CatbcAc Hospital (QZYT72Z7S 


Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Tbw information is s upp li ed by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at die Queen Aha Iatemadooal 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FUgftte 
(Terminal 1) 

•ftlS Singapore, KruteU»mr»r(RJ) 

W--30 Aqaba (RJ) 

lfc4S Aba Dhabi (RJ) 

IfeSt — Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

lfc3» .. London (RJ) 

17* New Yourk, Montreal (RJ) 

1&S5 .„ Frankfurt (RJ) 

19t4S _. Belgrade (RJ) 

2808 TBpoOWJ) 


Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 

**sJ0 .. .. Moscow (SV) 

K«M ; Bahrain (OF) 

1&35 Cairo (MS) 

28:15 . Larnaca ( CY) 

2fc3S Beirut (ME) 

23:15 Khartoum (SU) 

«**5 Bucharest (RO) 


1*JS 

90:15 

81:15 


.Cafro ( 

Khartoum | 

Bucharest 0 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

80:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

lfcl5 - — B r u ss e ls, London (RJ) 

12rf8 ........ ... Belgrade (RJ) 

12£8 ........... Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 

12s45 .... Amsterdam. New YoricfRJ) 

13*88 Oeaeva. Paris (RJ) 

13:15 Madrid (RJ) 

»3B Lamaca (RJ) 

21:88 Cairo (RJ) 

21*88 Jeddah (RJ). 

Z1:1S Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21:38 DiiEsaacm (RSs 

21=38 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


1 2 :15 Khaitoomi 

15^8 — ........... Moscow < 

1*15 ......... Doha, Bahraini 


Vppcrfover price 

API** 

Apncots ■ — 


■Carrot 

Cauliflower ... 

Corn 

CUcumbexs (fa 
OKmubea/m 


Grapes 
GoptWt 
Ltnmfaea). 
.Ledinn(wSoir) 
.taenow (large) , 
Marrow (smaB) 
Okra.J__.J v 
Onkm (dij) 


- Plums 
?eppcr (hot) 


700/6 

^ — i.— ~5D07-<4 

■ 450/4 

330 £2 

100/ 

•W..U 340/ 2 

.180/1 

.200/1 

120/ I 
— .» 250/3 
200/ II 
t ' - «»/3l 
— 350 / 31 
300 / 2: 
::_.4O0/3: 
-~~..500 AH 
-,lS0/« 
— 3207 2* 
SO0/A- 
-~-20Q/l< 

-4. jsoOi sc 


■ TT""— ftHf 
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Musdosto 
fee^meate- - 
^ecoia^ads 

reference centre 


Premier, provincial governors 
stress need for decentralisation 


'-'.AMMAN {Pei!iJ-- A force-day 

■ , sympowuB which ^1 

' ; vestments in sma& industrial pro. 

*»d their role' in promoting 
’ w national economy concluded 
^ works in Amman Monday. 

-- The symposium, wind) was 
' .mganued by the Jordanian En- 
gineers Association (JEA) in 
. cooperation " with the Industrial 
• ; Devetopment Bank (1DB) called 

• fc recommendations »««fd ax the 

- conclusion of ics meetings for 
-setting up a reference centre 

whose task will be gathering ra- 

■ formation on and. classifying 
sxnaU tsdnsries- which have- a 

.• chance- of success. 

The symposium recommended 
est abli s hi ng an ad-hoc bureau to 
. be affiliated to the -r e fer e nce cen- 

- tee. -The -bureau wifi be receiving 
investors from all economic and 

- social sectors of the society and 
....provide them with consultation 

on small projects. 

The symposium also called for 
setting up a data bank rfrat will 
□lake available information on 
_ .industrial. studies and marketing 
prospects. 

i Participants at the seminar cal- 
; led for adopting a clear-cut 
; method for dasofying small io- 

• dustrial projects and establishing 
a marketing estabtishmem to sup- 

; port these projects. 

■- The seminar also called for 
amending the investment law and 
' for forming a committee, coxn- 
; prising representatives of the 
; JHA, IDB, the Development and 

■ Employment Fund and the 

• Ministry of Trade and Industry, 

; to conduct feasibility studies on 

• small projects. 

House 
|to discuss 
draft 
laws 

1' AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 

• House of Parliament will hold a 
; meeting Wednesday under the 

■ chairmanshi p of Speaker Abdul 

• Latif AraWyat and in the pre-r 
! setice of Franc Minister Taber 

Masri and Cabinet members* 

7 'The meeting will foscuss the 

• House's FmantiaJ Committee re* 
solutions on a draft law endorsing 
a loan agreement between the 
Jordanian and the Belgian gov- 
ernments and on an amendment 
to foe extra tax law for the year 
1991.' 

Hie Legal Compiittec met 
Monday and decided to revise 
some of the articles in the 

- amended state security court law 
; for 1991.' The committee will 

meet Tuesday to . resume discus- 
son of the remaining articles of 
the state security coart law and 
the higher conn of justice law of 
1969. 

The Palestine and the Occu- 
pied Arab Territories Committee 
at the House also met Monday 
under its Chairman Abdul Aziz 
Jaber. The committee decided to 
follow up recommendations by 
the House .on citizens from the 
Gaza Strip who are Irving in 
Jordan. : 

Discussed at the meeting were 
' the . issues of providing the 
Gazans with education, issuing 
them driving licences and tem- 
porary passports to faefliate their 

■ travels abroad and including 
them in a health care scheme. 

The committee decided to form 
a sub-committee that will meet 
the prime minister and the tninis- 
' ter of interior for discussion of 
' these matters. 

- In : - another development, the 
House's PtobHc Freedoms and 

. Citizens Rights Committee will 
’ hold a meeting Tuesday morning 

- and the Administrative ComnuT- 

- tee wffl meet Wednesday. Both 
co mmit t ee s will discuss issues 

. listed on their agendas. 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday 
road bi Madaba (Petra photo) 


a project for the restoration of an ancient Roman 


Queen inspects restoration project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Sunday evening in- 
spected a project for the restora- 
tion of an ancient Roman road in 
Madaba. some 30 kilometres 
south of Amman . and was briefed 
on work going on at the site. 

Archaeologists and special 
teams working in cooperation 
with the Department of Anti- 
quities are also restoring sites 
with mosaics, abounding in the 
Madaba District, dating back to 
the Roman and Byzantine eras. 

The Queen visited a number of 
old Madaba houses, bought by 
the Ministry of Tourism io create 
a school for leaching local citizens 
in die sit 7U of restoring mosaics 
and frescoes in Jordan. 

The project, expected to take a 
year to be completed, is being 
financed by the Italian, Canadian, 
and U.S. governments which are" 
providing specialists and offering 
Jordanians scholarships in this 
type of work. 


The Jordanians are to be 
trained in this particular skill in 
Italy and come back to train 
others in the same field, accord- 
ing to Ministry of Tourism offi- 
cials. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) is financing 
the creation of a special museum 
to house mosaic plates and floors 
while the Canadian government 
is helping to finance premises 
which will serve us a school for 
training technicians. 

The Queen was accompanied 
by Her Royal Highness Princess 
Wijdan Ali, Minister of Tourism 
and Antiquities Abdul Karim AJ 
Kabariti and ministry Secretary 
General Nasri Atallah, as well as 
the director of the Department of 
Antiquities and the ambassadors 
of Canada, Italy and the United 
States in Jordan. 

According to a press release. 


USAID is providing S20U.000 for 
the excavation, preservation and 
protection of the mosaics at the 
Apostles' Church in Madaba. 

USAID has selected the Amer- 
ican Centre of Oriental Research 
(ACOR'J in Amman to undertake 
the project due to the archaeolo- 
gical importance of these sites 
and ACOR's experience with 
similar construction projects 2 t 
Umm Qais and Pella. 

The project will be carried out. 
it said, in conjunction with the 
development of the mosaic 
school. 

The purpose of the Madaba 
project is to create a model for 
employment of local labourers in 
cultural preservation projects. 

At these two sites, 75 to 100 
local workers will he employed 
for the next year. The project will 
be dosely monitored for its eco- 
nomic effects by USAID in the 
hope that it will be the first of 
many such projects throughout 
the Kingdom 


Little immediate impact seen in Jordan 
of lifting of Kuwaiti bank restrictions 


By P.V.Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The lifting on 
Aug. 3 of all restrictions on 
withdrawals and transfers from 
accounts in Kuwaiti banks is 
not expected to have any im- 
mediate impact on Jordanian 
and Palestinian expatriates 
who have returned home dur- 
ing the Gulf crisis, banking 
officials said Monday. 

But it dears the way for 
many expatriates, who re- 
mained in Kuwait during the 
Gulf crisis and the subsequent 
war, to withdraw their savings 
and leave the country if they 
want to, and heralds another 
wave of expatriates returning 
to Jordan. 

"The lifting of limits im- 
posed on withdrawals also 
facilitates the payment of ter- 
mination compensation to ex- 
patriates whose contracts have 
not been renewed," said Amer 
Abu Qash, a dvil engineer 
who returned home in Decem- 
ber. 

But for expatriates who are 
struggling to make ends meet 
after arriving here penniless 
from Kuwait there is no light at 
the end of the tunnel. 

"There are thousands of 
transfer applications already 
pending with Kuwaiti banks 
for months under the limited 
withrawals allowed until this 
week," said a senior offidal at 
the Cairo- Amman Bank, one 
of the Jordanian banks hand- 
bag the affair. 

According to the official, 
who preferred anonymity, the 
Cairo- Amman Bank has re- 
ceived transfers from Kuwaiti 
banks in response to less than 
2,500 applications and 3,000 
others are still awaiting to bear 
from Kuwait. 


The Cairo-Amman Bank 
offidal as well as executives of 
other Jordanian banks chan- 
nelling withdrawal applications 
and transfers declined to give 
any estimate of the amount 
already transferred. 

The Housing Bank has sent, 
over 8,000 withdrawal forms, 
supported by relevant docu- 
ments, to Kuwait. But, said an 
official, "we have still to hear 
from Kuwait on over 50 per 
cent of them." 

According to an executive at 
the Jordan Arab Investment 
Bank, which has channelled 
over 500 cases but heard in' 
reply to only 70 of them, "the 
problem appears to be the abs- 
ence of a proper system at the 
concerned Kuwaiti banks.” 

The main problem, said the 
official, is "also the lack of 
proper documents at Kuwaiti 
banks which have to scrutinise 
every paper before satisfying 
themselves.” 

The departure from the emi- 
rate of the bulk of the Asian 
expatriate community during 
the crisis has led to a serious 
depletion of white collar staff 
in Kuwait, and although moves 
are under way for their return, 
it wifi take some time before 
normalcy is restored in Kuwaiti 
institutions. 

Some of the Kuwaiti banks 
have reported their entire com- 
JMter systems “missing” and 
others say" their records were 
totally or partially "destroyed” 
during the Iraqi occupation of 
the emirate. 

The Kuwaiti monetary au- 
thorities have declared null 
and void ail transactions — 
withdrawals included — from 
any account in Kuwaiti banks 
during the occupation, which 
began Aug. 2. 


An assistant at the transfers 
department of the Arab Bank, 
which is believed to handle the 
bulk of withdrawal applica- 
tions from Kuwaiti banks, said 
he expected that "all those 
who already managed to get 
part of their balances (under 
the limited withdrawal system) 
will not face many problems 
since their cases have already 
been established. ” 

"I think they will be able to 
withdraw their balances with- 
out much delay,” he told the 
Jordan Times. "But those who 
are still awaiting may have to 
wait for some time more, be- 
fore the banks in Kuwait put 
their house in order." 

At least five cases cited by 
an official who did not want to 
identify the bank or the clients 
appeared to prove the point of 
disorganisation in Kuwaiti 
banks following the end of the 
seven-month Iraqi occupation 
in February. 

In all the five cases, accord- 
ing to the official, applicants 
who had much less than the 

4.000 Kuwaiti dinars allowed 
to be transferred every month 
were "surprised to note that 
their accounts were credited 
with 4,000 Kuwaiti dinars." 

“These were isolated inst- 
ances. which happened in 
April, when the staff at the 
Kuwaiti banks apparently did 
not even bother to check the 
actual balances beyond verify- 
ing that the names given in the 
withdrawal papers did actually 
operate accounts with them,” 
commented the official. 

"On the other band, people 
who have over 10,000 or 

15.000 dinars — and many 
others with less than 1,000 
dinars — are still waiting for 
their transfers,” added the offi- 
cial. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Tahcr Masri chaired a 
meeting at the Interior Ministry 
Monday to discuss the responsibi- 
lities of provincial governors and 
Jordan's economic policies. 

Interior Minister Jawdat 
Esboul said in a statement after 
the meeting that the prime minis- 
ter had focused attention on 
problems of concern to local com- 
munities and on solutions for 
such problems. 

The prime minister emphasised 
the need to implement the decen- 
tralisation system in local govern- 
ments and to develop provincial 
governor's duties and handling of 
social and economic problems, 
said the minister in his statement. 

Enhancing the concept of de- 
centralisation in go\e morales 


was in implementation of His 
Majesty King Hussein's directives 
to the government of Prime 
.Minister Taber Masri and a man- 
ifestation of the government’s 
keenness to deal with various 
issues facing the local communi- 
ties. 

"The prime minister has 
briefed the provincial governors 
on the realities in the Arab and 
international arena and the King- 
dom’s political and economic 
policies in the current stage,” Mr. 
Esboul said. 

Later, the prime minister 
chaired a meeting at the Interior 
Ministry to discuss questions re- 
lated to dealing with the drought 
in Jordan. 

The meeting, attended by a 
government-appointed drought 


committee, discussed the ques- 
tion of providing animal feed to 
the stockbreeders and distribu- 
tion of the commodity to various 
beneficiaries in Jordan, said the 
minister. 

Agreement has been reached 
to conduct a new counting of 
cattle and sheep in Jordan and to 
locate their areas prior to work- 
ing out a plan that would ensure 
fair distribution of animal feed to 
the beneficiaries, said the minis- 
ter. 

The minister said that the 
treasury subsidises annually the 
pure! Tse of animal feed at the 
rate of JD 12 million out of a total 
allocation of JD 21 million ear- 
marked by the government to 
deal with problems pertaining to 
drought and agricultural issues. 


The drought committee, which 
is chaired by the interior minister, 
groups the ministers of agricul- 
ture, industry, trade and supply, 
finance, water and irrigation and 
the director of the Jordan Coop- 
erative Organisation (JCO). 

In a separate development, 
Mr. Masri visited the Army 
Headquarters and held a meeting.; 
with Aitov Chief of Staff FathS: 
Abu Taleb to discuss the general 
situation in the Middle East aru$ 
new developments in the region.^ 

Mr. Masri and Gen. Abu Taleb: 
reviewed the Kingdom’s standing ' 
policies with regard to foe re- 
gion's issues, and international 
relations as emphasised by His. 
Majesty King Hussein, and foe 
role the Armed Forces can play in 
protecting the country's security 
and stability. 
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Survey shows 
only 43% of 
Jordanians 
read Arabic 
dailies 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A survey 
conducted by Dr. Abdul Razzak 
Bani Hard from rhe University of 
Jordan and Mohammad Shreideh 
from Yarmouk University on the 
role of foe press has revealed that 
43 per cent of Jordanian people 
read foe daily papers on regular 
basis. 

“This means that 57 per cent of 
foe people of Jordan are deprived 
of a constant flow of informa- 
tion," said foe two researchers in 
their study entitled "An Analytic- 
al Study on foe Effectiveness of 
foe Press From the Readers' pers- 
pective.” 

The survey revealed that 86.6 
per cent of the newspaper readers 
believe that the credibility of the 
local press is below foe' accep- 
table' level, despite the recent 
moves in the country towards 
democratic rule. 

Therefore, the survey said, the 
local press's influence on foe 
members of foe public does not 
exceed the average and most 
people believe there is need for 
foe govern emnt to issue : l i c e n ces 
for more newspapers which can 
meet the readers’ desire to have a 
variety news reports. 

According to foe researchers, 
people interviewed in foe survey 
were chosen at random from Am- 
man, Salt, Zarqa, Irbid and Maf- 
raq. Answers came from 325 per- 
sons of various ages. 

The questions enquired about 
the effects of A1 Ra’i, AJ Dustour 
and Sawt A1 Shaab Arabic 
dailies. 

According to the survey, 
among those who read foe news- 
papers nearly 73 per cent are 
interested in home news while 78 
per cent read world news. 

Ten per cent of the total num- 
ber of people surveyed do not 
consider the press as a good 
source of information. 


Department 
registers 
81% higher 
revenues 
over 1990 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Land 
Survey Department has collected 
JD 4,245,464 in revenues last 
July, registering an 81 per cent 
increase cam pared to the same 
month last year when revenues 
reached JD 2.337,954. 

The department revenues in 
July witnessed a 22 per cent 
increase over revenues in June, 
the department sources said. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


Thc fQlhwiog listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
foe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
'tih&' aDd place with the concerned institutions. 

LECTURE 

£ Lecture, in Arable, entitled “Nasserism, Authority and 
Freedom” by Kama! Ahmad, from Egypt, at Abdul Hamad 
Sfcoman’s Cultural *ad Scientific Centre — 6:30 p.m. 

Al Ftefesls Cultural Festival 

ifir Arabic poetry recital by Arab poets Abdul Razzaq Abtini 
^^edrlzxedk^Mtauttr^i^otberaattbefesthal’sshein 

-AUtoefeGly — fc36p*n». 

Concert by Jordaa Radio and Television troupe at the Latin 
Church kAIFubeis — ftOOpja. 


HOME NEWS AN BRIEF 


King congratulates Sheikh Zayed Public holiday announced 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Monday sent a cable to United Ajab Emirates 
(UAE) President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan to congratulate him in his name and on 
behalf of foe Jordanian government and people on 
the anniversary of his assumption of bis post. King 
Hussein wished Sheikh Zayed continued good , 
he alth and happiness and the UAE people further 
progress and prosperity. 

NAF helps 557 needy families 

ZARQA (Petra) — The National Aid Fund 
(NAF) has extended JD 76,394 to 557 needy 
families in Zarqa Govemorate daring foe past 
seven months, according to foe social development 
director in foe governorate, Ahmad Lafi. Mr. Lafi 
said foe department had allocated JD 11,025 as 
recurrent aid to needy families, JD 30, 900 for 
vocational rehabilitation projects and JD 5,077 for 
physical treatment cases. 


*MMAN (Petra) — All ministries, government 
departments’ and public institutions Drill be dosed 
Sunday is observance of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s accession to the throne, according to a 
communique issued by Prime Minister Taher 
Masri. 

Irsheid meets UNRWA official 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The newly appointed director 
of the Foreign Ministry’s Department for Palesti- 
nian Affairs, Adel Irsheid, received in his office 
Monday Robert Gallagher, coordinator of opera- 
tions at foe United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) in Vienna. Mr. Gallagher, 
acccRopamed by the director of UNRWA office in 
Jordan, dfoysred with Mr. Irsheid effective means 
of bolstering UNRWA- Jordanian government 
cooperation ® order to promote services for the 
Palestinian refugees. Mr. Irsheid took over foe 
post from Dr. Ahmad Qaianani. 



Minister of Information Khaled AJ Karariti and his 
Sudanese counterpart Abdallah Mohammad 


Ahmad Monday sign 
cooperation 


a infonnatioa 

(Petra photo) 


Jordan, Sudan sign agreement of 
cooperation in culture, information 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Sudan Monday signed documents 
paving the ground for bilateral 
cooperation in cultural and in- 
formation fields, in implementa- 
tion of a 1970 protocol and its 
executive programmes. 

A statement by foe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said that 
foe documents signed by Minister 
of Information Khaled Al Karaki 
and his Sudanese counterpart 
Abdullah Mohammad Ahmad 
cover cooperation in the vears 
1991, 1992 and 1993. 

Dr. Karaki said at foe signing 
ceremony that the two countries 
attach due importance to deepen- 
ing cooperation in cultural fields. 

The agreement to stimulate bi- 
lateral cooperation reflects the 
deep sense, on foe pan of the 
Jordanian and Sudanese peoples, 
to give further hnperus to culrure 
'and cultural exchanges, which, he 
said, can help the two peoples 
deal with common issues. 
a Dr. Karaki said that the minis- 
try of Information and Culture in 
Jordan wat eady to implement foe 


agreement for the best interests 
of the Sudanese and Jordanian 
peoples. 

The Sudanese minister thanked 
the Jordanian government and' 
said that information was a very 
important tool for serious action 
to serve foe Arab Nation. 

The Sudanese minister ex- 
tended an invitation to Dr. Kara- 
ki to visit Khartoum and pursue 
joint efforts to bolster bilateral 
cooperation in cultural affairs. 

According to Petra, the docu- 
ments, which contain minutes of 
deliberations and talks held be- 
tween foe two ministers and 
senior officials from the two 
sides, provide for an exchange of 
radio and television;' program- 
mes, news materials, school prog- 
rammes, and for joint production 
of radio and television program- 
mes. It also provides for ex- 
changes of visits by technicians 
and specialists in information and 
culture, for holding joint semi- 
nars and workshops and for ex- 
change of booklets and publica- 


WHO helps ministry with 
waste disposal study project 


‘gs 

dons related to information andmy 
culture. riy 

Petra said that the two sideshis 
had agreed their national newsin- 
agenries launch cooperation hike 
foe field of news reports and theHe 
exchange of pictures, and newsnt, 
material. It said that the two sidesre, 
had pledged to open cultural cen-foe 
rres in Amman and Khartoum tixhe 
organise the cultural and artisticie- 
activities and supervise cultural!) I 
cooperation and the bolding ofnd 
exhibitions. ter 

The Sudanese minister toM u1 ’ 
Petra that the present dreumst-m- 
ances require from Jordan and;k- 
Sudan to intensify their contactsie- 
and increase their cooperation inou 
cultural and informational fields. ’re 
He said that his visit to Jordan* ur 
and talks with officials! aimed at or 
consolidating Arab cooperation! Id 
in the face of common challenges. /as 
Referring to the situation in 11 ’ 
southern Sudan, he said that it *5! 
there was improving progressive-" 
ly, but did not give further de-. to 
tails. ke 
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. AMMAN (J.T.) — The ministry 
of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the environment is cooperat- 
ing with the Worid Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) in conducting a 
comprehensive study on foe man- 
agement and disposal of solid 
waste, according to ministry 
Secretary General Mohammad 
Bani Hani. 

A WHO expert is expected in 
Amman soon to help out with foe 
preparation of the study and with 
steps to be taken to implement 
the project. Dr. Bani Hani said in 
a statement Monday. 

Speaking during a meeting with 
directors of the ministry’s various 
departments to review work in 
the coming stage. Dr. Bani Hani 
announced that a Jordanian 
national environment strategy, 
which took two years jo prepare, 
would soon be announced in Jor- 
dan in the presence of the presi- 
dent of foe International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature 


and Natural Resources (IUCN). 

With foe completion of the 
strategy, Jordan will be foe third 
country in the worid to work out 
a national strategy and draw up a 
special set of principles to be 
followed in the course of im- 
plementing economic and social 
projects. 

According to Dr. Bani Hani, 
foe ministry is now making prepa- 
rations for the declaration of the 
national environment strategy 
which is to be adopted in Jordan 
in line with specification and reg- 
ulations defined by TUCN, he 
said. 

The strategy. Dr. Bani Hani 
said, hinges on two axes: carrying 
out environmental projects in va- 
rious sectors and creating 
appropriate legislations in coop- 
eration with the concerned orga- 
nisations including the United 
Nations Environment Program- 
me (UNEP) and the IUCN fund. 

The ministry is currently in 


contact with international orga- 
nisations to invite a group of 
experts zo advise on special leg- 
islations on environmental affairs 
and to work in cooperation witb- 
the local experts. Dr. Bani Ham 
announced. 

Dr. Bani Hani said th»> & 
special progamme had been 
started to spray insecticides in 
districts infested with insects and 
rodents and the programme will 
be implemented soon. 

Minister of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and the Environment 
Salim A! Zoubi last month 
briefed a visiting UNEP offidal 
on cooperation with other gov- 
ernment and private institutions 
in the course of protecting the 
environment in Jordan. 

The minister said that IUCN 
took an active role in the prepara- 
tion of the national strategy to 
help the Kingdom protect the 
environment and initiate projects 
for the achievement of that goal. 


Local firm to build dam at Ruweished 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Agriculture Monday awarded 
a tender to local construction firm 
to set np an earth dam at 
Ruweished, in foe eastern regions 
of Jordan, as part of foe ongoing 
efforts io develop the Hammad 
Basin. 

Under foe contract, the local 
firm will cany out the JD 611,000 
project in 12 months. The dam 
will have a storage capacity of 
nearly 10.7 million cubic metres 


of water. 

The project, whose designs and 
studies have been prepared by a 
local consultancy firm, will be- 
nefit agricultural projects as it 
would provide sufficient water for 
irrigation and foe creation of 
pasture land for animal grazing. 

A statement said that the feasi- 
bility study on the project was 
conducted in cooperation with a 
foreign engineering firm and 
under foe supervision of foe 


ministries of agriculture and v 
ter and irrigation. 

Agriculture Minister Subhi 
Qasem and the firm’s manag 
signed the contract at a ceretno 
held at the Ministry of Agric 
tore. 

In his policy statement to Pi 
tiament Prime Minister Tab 
Masri said last month that seva 
dams and agricultural proja 
would be engineered to bot 
food production in the Kingdoi 





- \J" * 
’ • . X? 



inion Sr Analysis 


JORDAN 


Jordan Times I An Arab- American package for peace 


Aa indepe nd ent Arab political dady p ii M M ud n En g Ki by die Janta Pi*« 

IV?) 

■ LijjYi ; i - -■ - — jn if. LjjWn? jj>—: v— * ? — Vue >f b tWaw 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AJL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-in-chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Boa 6710. Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21407 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Absent whips are missed 


SINCE its fonn&L'.a the government has been talking 
about marketing Jordan as a safe investment haven for 
Arab and international investors by eradicating 
bureaucracy and institiriioiialisuig incentives. The 
government believes that through larger investments 
in the country, economic problems and unemploy- 
ment, the two issues that preoccupy the thinking of our 
Jordanian citizen today, would be alleviated. On 
Sunday, the Lower House of Parliament failed to get 
the government’s message- Oor deputies failed to 
forget their need to register what they think is a 
“nationalist position against imperialism” and vetoed 
several articles in the investment draft law so they 
would not “expose” Jordan to dependence on “fore- 


ign powers.” Instead our honourable deputies took 


turns to announce their commitment to pan-Arabi$m, 
even if it realistically exists only in our minds, and 
rejected the hegemony of Western investors. In simple 
financial terms they said “no” to the American dollar 
and welcomed nothing in its place. In simple financial 
and economic terms, this patriotic thinking reflects 
our deputies’ inability to comprehend Jordan’s econo- 
mic reality and their reluctance to come down from 
their political pedestals to earth where the poor and 
the unemployed live. 

What is more ironic and baffling is that only 57 
deputies out of the 80-member House showed up for 
this historic moment, therefore allowing a grouping of 
29 members to dictate Jordan’s investment policy, all 
under the umbrella of democracy and democratic 
practices. 

The fact that 23 members — most of whom would 
have voted with the government — found it unneces- 
sary to attend one of only two weekly sessions of the 
House serves to indicate that thousands of ordinary 
citizens who voted in these deputies, and who are most 
likely poor or unemployed, were not even represented 
at an important meeting like Sunday’s. What is 
equally difficult to comprehend is that the government 
which is supposed to have a whip power over Its own 
parliamentary group and other supporters also failed 
to dose its ranks or even rein in cabinet ministers to 
vote in its favour. 

The opposition cannot be faulted for using an 
economic issue to register a political gain, even though 
we would have expected them to place the interest of 
the country above short-term party considerations. 
But the government is dearly at fault here for not i 
giving a job to a whip or a chief whip who would 
ensure for the prime minister and his colleagues the 
pasage of legislation that be wants since they have a 
majority in the House. 

Hie prime minister said in the session that be would 
not accept blame if the problems of unemployment and 
poverty are not solved since no-one should expect that 
Jordan will support itself in and of itself. Based on this 
the people of Jordan want to know when our politi- 
cians and champions of citizen rights are going to 
realise what the amendments to the draft law will 
mean in terms of greater umemploymeut and econo- 
■ mic hardships. Jordanians would also want to know 
whether the government will now have to rely on the 
Senate to reject what 29 members of the House have 
passed, and if so why. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 R**i daily Monday discussed the attitude of the U.S. 
administatiop with regard to the ongoing embargo on Iraq and die 
peace process in the Middle East and asked how can the U.S. 
pretend that it is oreinted towards giving people peace and justice 
at a time when it is starving a whole nation. The United States is 
allowing the Iraqi women and children to die by ti ghtening the 
embargo on Iraq and preventing it from acquiring food and 
medicine for the children and the sick, said the paper. It is 
unreasonable to think that the U.S. is trying to do justice to the 
Palestinian people at a time when it is constantly helping the 
Israelis to consolidate their hold on Arab land, the paper noted. It 
said that as die U.S. continues to adopt this shameful stand, the 
Arab and Islamic nations look on without lifting a finger to help 
the jtraqi Muslim people and without preventing further crimes 
against the innocent children of Iraq. The paper said that if the 
new world order is one that is characterised by repression and 
crime then the world is in for a dreadful end. Tim paper said that 
the world community in general and the Arab and Islamic nations 
in particular ought to take speedy measures to prevent death from 
cfa imiog the lives of the innocent Iraqi people and stop morales 
from going down the drain. 


A columnist in Sawt AI Sfcaab daily backed the demands of the 
Petroleum Refinery workers for better pay and working condi- 
tions and said that these workers cany out their task under very 
difficult conditions. Ahmad Af DbMmb said that the workers at the 
refinery receive less wages than those employed in other public or 
private organisations at a time when they carry out a very 
essential job for the national economy. The writer said said 
refinery management ought to examine the current wave of 
inflation and high cost of Irving in Jordan and accordingly decide 
on a raise for the workers. The writer criticised the management 
for offering very high salaries to the senior refinery officials while 
neglecting the basic demands of the small workers who shoulder 
the heavy burden. 


By Jane Hunter 


CITIZEN initiatives to resolve 
the Arab- Israeli conflict have 
long dotted the American politic- 
al landscape. But now, for the 
first time, an Arab- American 
peace plan is receiving a serious 
attention from the U.S: govern- 
ment and -the media, and from 
Arab governments as well. 

The proposal , advanced by 
James Zogby, executive director 
of die Washington based Arab- 
American Institute, is in tune 
with some influential voices in the 
U.S. media that have been urging 
die Bush administration to add 
some carrots, sticks and above all 
clout to its current peace efforts, 
Mr. Zogby *s “Strategic Peace In- 
centive Package" (SPIP) is, as its 
title implies, well stocked with 
carrots. And it calls for the Bush 
administration to offer a compre- 
hensive peace ••package" to 
Israel and the Palestinians instead 
of spending its efforts trying to 
arrange negotiations, the out- 
come of which is, at best, uncer- 
tain. 

Mr. Zogby 's package is de- 
signed to satisfy the maximum 
concerns of both Israel and the 
Palestinians. For Israel there 
would be "specific and detailed 
commitments of international 
security guarantees, economic 
cooperation, defence assistance, 
normalisation of relations with 
the Arab states and funds for 
economic development." Palesti- 
nians would be offered ' “inde- 
pendence with international 
security guarantees, the ability to 


reunite and reconstruct their 
national community, economic 
development assistance and Rec- 
ognition of their statehood." 

To receive these assurances 

and benefits, Israel would have to 
agree to withdraw from the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. For 
their part, the Palestinians would 
have to agree to "a phased plan 
of implementation leading to fin- 
al-status negotiations with the 
Israelis." To make these commit- 
ments more palatable, the plan 
calls for equal amounts from a 
$15-520 billion “Peace Incentive 
Fund" to be distributed to Israel 
and the Palestinians at each speci- 
fic step in the process. There 
would actually be two separate 
funds, one for Israel put together 
by the U.S., the European Com- 
munity and Japan, and one for 
the Palestinians, to which Arab 
governments and the EC could 
contribute. 


3^ the mainstream of Arab 
opinion 


In late May and early June Mr. 
Zogby travelled to the Middle 
■East, where he discussed his 
proposal with the foreign minis- 
ters of Egypt and Tunisia, who, 
he says, were particularly enthu- 
siastic about it. He also discussed 
the “SPIP" with a number of 
cabinet ministers in Saudi Ara- 
bia, the secretaries-general of the 
Arab League and the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

“I found all the Arab leaders I 
met supportive of the concept 


and the details,” Mr. Zogby 
wrote on his return to Washing- 
ton. “I was told all of it is in the 
mainstream of Arab political 
opinion shared by all parties, 
including Syria and the Palesti- 
nians." Mr. Zogby says he was 
told Arab governments were' 
ready to commit themselves to 
recognition of Israel and to en- 
ding the economic embargo 
against it, as well as to the peace 
incentive fund and to negotia- 
tions on arms control, water and 
other regional issues — but "only 
as part of a package that similarly 
commits Israel to withdraw from. 
the occupied territories and nego- 
tiations to implement Palestinian 
rights and independence.” 

Arab participation m the peace 
process would begin when the 
U.S. sought endorsement of the 
package by Arab governments 
and by the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, whose Resolutions 242 and 
338 set forth the principle of land 
for peace. When everyone is on 
board, the “SPIF’ would be pre- 
sented to Israel and the Palesti- 
nians. When Israel accepted the 
package, Arab governments 
would end their state of belli- 
gerency with Israel. When Israel 
withdrew from the occupied terri- 
tories. Arab governments would 
announce their acceptance of its 
legitimacy and permanence in the 
region. Six months later, after 
elections to a Palestinian national 
representative assembly and 
municipal bodies have been held. 
Arab gove rnm ents would lift 
their economic embargo of Israel. 

Full diplomatic recognition of 
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Israel by Arab states would come 
at the same time the state of 
Palestine is admitted to the U.N. . 
three years after Israel's with- 
drawal from the territories. 
“SPIP” p ropos es that this final 
phase would be under the au- 
spices of a conference sponsored 
by the Security Council and in- 
volving direct negotiations be- 
tween Israel and its neighbours to 
settle borders, security and Israeli 
settlements. 


Attracting serious attention 


Mr. Zogby acknowledges that 
there are those in the Arab- 
American community who have 


their disagreement ‘with the 
-“SPIP". He defends the propos- 
al's inducements to Israel, saying 
that the plan "fulfills Palestinian 
rights” and “deals with political 
reality" while “eschewing ab- 
stract moralising." _ And, he 
notes, this is die first time that an 
Arab- American peace plan has 
managed to attract serious atten- 
tion. 

On Jane 4, the State Depart- 
ment invited Mr. Zogby .to dis- 
cuss his - propflitfl! at the secret- 
ary's Open Forum, a programme 
for department policy makers. 
Henry Siegman, the executive 
director of the American Jewish 
Congress, one of the largest Jew- 
ish organisations m the U.S., 
shared the podium with him. Mr. 
Zogby has been popping up on 
network television and on 
National Public Radio. To some- 
observers of media behaviour, 
the respectful way Mr. Zogby ts 
treated by interviewers is signifi- 
cant. It marks a change from the 
practice of allowing the obliga- 
tory Arab representative on 
media panels to be used as a foil 
for pro-Israeli accusations. 

Mr. Zogby maintains that the 
Bush administration views the 
U.S. Congress and P.ime Minis- 
ter Shamir’s Likud party as the 
two major impediments to a re- 
solution of the Israeii-Palestiziian 
conflict, thus the “SPIP" was 
specifically designed to bypass 
both institutions. Congress, he 
quips, "would like to establish a 
new fund for Israel.” But it could 
do tittle to block the diplomatic 
activity envisioned by the 


“SPIP." J ; . • 

- On the Israel poftical- scene, 
said Mr. Zogby, lilxid whaned 
by its own' ttHMitifrttion " from 
negotiating land for., peace . 
But.hc continued* tbe^SS’IF’ 
would provide an attractive cam- 


-trade offs before the Israeli 
electorate” Israeli peace afcforita 
are now getting their 
of the VSPIP." " _ i\ , 

But two prominent Americm 
campaigners for Jaraeti^Palcstj- 
man peace, GaiLBtesafag. and 
Stanley Sbembau^&ape already 
end orsed it.. Mainstream Jewish 
leaders will be haaxfet to win 
over; At the June 4 Stafe Dcpart- 
mest forma, Heauy. Siegman in- 
sisted that Arab ^overnments 
most make unco-adnioiiaJ com- 
mitments tolsradbeforelaadis 
asked. to make its~<wrii co mmrf - 
ments. A ccoYditigrVtb the 
■Washington' Jewish/ Week, Mr. 
Pfogman alwi^s^tfiai Arab 
governments must d em o nst rate 
tfaeir comnntment ^5th such con- 
crete acts as ending .The- trade 
boycott and withdrawing their 
support for t^_I975JU.S^rffidu^ 
tion equating^'Sakizusm with 
racism. • v_- .- r. . 

Mr. ZogbyV response to Mr 
Siegman— there' aretwapeopie 
who are woopacd^fot jtst ope, 

. and the needs-crf bo&.inast 'be 
addressed simultaneously — is 
nothing that has said 

before. ThediffeimK^is that now 

the response is ; gettmga respect- 
. fill hearing — Middle Ess Inter- 
national; Loadoift--'/' 




The healing hope of Iraq 


By Mohammad Bashed 


THE GULF war was an extraor- 
dinary spectacle: a superpower, 
two major military powers and a 
host of large, medium and small 
states waging war a gainst a small 
Third World country about die 
size of California, with a popula- 
tion of not more than one fif- 
teenth that of the U.S. 

Iraq, whose military capability 
was intentionally and grossly ex- 
aggerated, was portrayed as a 
major threat to world peace. In 
spite of wide support from Arab 
and Islamic masses, Iraq, be- 
sieged and isolated, had to fight 
alone against overwhelming 
odds. Never has there been such 
an unequal contest Iraq totally 
defenceless, was pounded mer- 
cilessly for several weeks in the 
greatest air assault in history, its 
military installations pulverised, 
its industry and infrastructure 
destroyed, many of its dties re- 
duced to nibble and its popula- 
tion terrorised. 

To ensure continued public 
support, die conflict in die Gulf 
was personalised as a struggle 
between President Saddam Hus- 
sein, a devil incarnate, and a 
law-abiding world led by the 
saintly President George Bush. 
The Iraqi people were totally 
dehumanised; a fl the carnage, foe 
indiscriminate slaughter of sol- 
diers and civilians and foe des- 
truction of a whole country was 
done in die name of a "just war.” 

The way the war was con- 
ducted leaves no room for doubt 
that the premeditated and irrev- 
ersible decision to eliminate 
Iraq's military and industrial 
capability, and destroy its adv- 
anced infrastructure, was not'dk- 
tated by foe requirements of war 
but was a long-range geopolitical 
objective. For Arabs h was a 
nightmare, as we watched in hor- 
rified disbelief the systematic des- 
truction of a precious part of the 
Arab homeland and foe elimina- 
tion erf foe one credible deterrent 
foe Arabs had in their conflict 
with Israel. 

It is impossible to fathom the 
fell dimensions of this illlllMlIMM* 
tragedy, for which die Iraqi reg- 
ime must bear a major share of 
responsibility. I do not know 
whether Iraq’s leaders realised 
that they had fallen into a trap 
and had played right into the 
bands of their enemies. In the 
well-orchestrated campaign 
against Iraq which started im- 
mediately after the end of the 
Iraq-Iran war in 1988, President 
Saddam was singled out for fero- 
cious vilification in the Western 
media. False and exaggerated re- 
ports about Iraq's alleged nuclear 
weapons programme were repe- 
ated ad nauseam. Storms about a 
“supergan” and Iraq’s use of 
cheimcal weapons were taken up 
with great relish. President Sad- 
dam was called the butcher of 
Baghdad and described as a 
bloodthirsty tyrant, a successor of 
Hitler and Stalin. 

The U-S. halted food ship- 
ments and imposed restrictions 
cm the export of certain goods 
and materials. It put pressure on 
private banks and financial in- 
stitutions to stop Iraq's credit 
facilities. Many European coun- 
tries followed suit The cry went 
out loud and dear that Iraq's 
military arsenal was a threat to 


the stability and security of the 
Middle East and had to be elimin- 
ated without delay. 

This relentless campaign, 
which continued for more than 
two years, should have given the 
Iraqi leaders ample warning. But 
they allowed themselves to be 
provoked into actions winch gave 
their enemies just the pretext 
they had been waiting for, to 
launch their well-prepared cam- 
paign to destroy Iraq. 


war years. I am confident they 
will be equal to the tremendous 
challenges awaiting than. 


President Saddam’s anger and 
frustration at Kuwait's apparent 
lack erf understanding arid sym- 
pathy for Iraq's severe economic 
difficulties douded his judgment 
and drove him to co mmi t the 
monumental blunder of invading 
and annexing Kuwait. He should 
have known that be could not 
possibly get away with such a 
blatant act of aggression against 
an independent state, a member 
of foe United Nations and a 
major oil producer with enor- 
mous investments all over foe 
world. Iraq’s historic daims 
lapsed when foe first Ba’ath gov- 
ernment recognised the inde- 
pendence of Kuwait in 1963. In 
spite of unresolved frontier dis- 
putes between the two countries, 
their relations were on the whole 
friendly, and became very dose 
during foe Iran-Iraq war. 

What does the future hold for 
Iraq? A devastating war followed 
by bloody dvil strife has all but 
destroyed this once prosperous 
country, the cradle of human 
avitissrion. In spite of the appall- 
ing situation prevailing in Iraq 
today, exacerbated by foe parti- 
tive conditions imposed by the 
Security Council which are 
hindering and delaying foe vital 
work of rehabilitation and recon- 
struction, the long-suffering peo- * 
pie of Iraq ding to foe hope that 
eventually a genuinely democra- 
tic government will emerge to 
guide them towards a better fu- 
ture. 

The massive military defeat 
brought about by gross miscal- 
culations, ineptitude and sheer 
stupidity should have been 
enough to bringdown the regime. 
This did not happen because ho-' 
man rights and the welfare of the 
Iraqi people were not uppermo s t 
in foe minds of those who have 
the power to influence the coarse 
of events. Iraqis want to make 
sure that never again will they 
submit to the rule of dictators or 
military adventurers. Sooner or 
later a democratically elected 
government will be sstefled. 
There is no other way if Iraq is to 
survive. 

Such a government win have to 
give priority to the Kurdish ques- 
tion and the establishment of an 
autonomous Kurdish region in 
northern Iraq. The government 
will then have to turn to the 
herculean task of rebuilding foe 
country. A Marshall Plan for Iraq 
will be needed, with foe rich 
Arab countries as well as the' 
major industrialised countries in- 
vited to participate. A large 
transfer of capital will be required 
al the beginning but in foe end it 
wiD be the Iraqi people who will 
have to shoulder die mam bur- 
den. Only their sacrifices, hard 
work ami di scip l in e wiD see the 
country through foe difficult post- 


I hope that the new Iraq will 
take its rightful place as a free, 
democratic and progressive mem- 
ber of the family of nations. It 
will, I am certain, become a full 
partner in any security arrange- 
ments in foe region. After tins 
catastrophic war, Iraqis and 
Kuwaitis should leant to live in 
peace as good neighbours and 
resolve their differences in a man- 
ner that will satisfy the legitimate 
interests of both countries. Toler- 
ance, understanding and forgive- 
ness will be required to heal the 
wounds of the tragic past. 


them for their support and active 
participation in the war against 
Iraq and they should use the 
reservoir of goodwill they have 
accumulated to advance the cause 
of justice and peace in Iraq -and 
in the Holy Land. 


By Marcos Eliason 

The Associated Press 


They should also remember 
that, with foe efintination of 
Iraq’s deterrent power, they must 
create a new Arab utihtary capa- 
bility to ensure the peace and 
security of the region and defend 
the Arab homeland against any 
potential aggressor. ■ 


TEL AVIV, Israel — Golda 
Meir, the late Iaaeli prime 
minister, used to say that 
when the Arabs finally agreed 
to negotiate face to face with 
Israel, there would be dancing 
in the street 


In this war there have been two 
principal victims, the peoples of 
Kuwait and Iraq. The Kuwaiti 
people have suffered much and I 
understand their fedingi of anger 
and outrage. Their natural desire 
for revenge, however, should be 
controlled for the sake of their 
own future. They and the Iraqis 
should learn from the example of 
the peoples of Europe who have 
died die bitterness and enmity of 
past centuries and are now forg- 
ing a new destiny for themselves 
and future genera tisons founded 
on shared values and common 
interests. The Iraqis and Kuwaitis 
can do no less. 


hi spite of repeated US. and 
allied statements that the quarrel 
was not with the Iraqi people but 
with President Saddam Hussein, 
the war resulted in foe destruc- 
tion of Iraq while foe regime 
remained intact. Neither die li- 
beration of Kuwait, nor the pro- 
tection of U.S. interests in the 
region can ever justify the scale 
and brutality of foe onslaught on 
Iraq. 


The people of Iraq cannot be 
held responsible or accountable 
for the crimes of the regime in 
charge. If they help in estab- 
lishing democracy in Iraq and in 
restoring to the Palestinians their 
basic rights, then all will be for- 
gotten and forgiven. Otherwise 
tiie hostility most Arabs feel to- 
wards the U.S. will continue to 
fester with incalculable consequ- 
ences for the stability and security 
of the region. 

Arab membeis of the coalition 
must spare no effort to persuade 
their U.S. allies to deal seriously 
and without delay with die Iraqi 
situation and foe Arab-Israeh 
conflict. The U.S. indebted to 


When Mr. Bush was elected to 
the presidency, many Arabs were 
happy to see the end of the 
virulently anti-Arab Reagan- 
Sholtz administration. We were 
hopeful that the new team of Mr. 
Bosh and Mr. Baker would 
seriously tackle the Arab-Israeli 
conflict in an impartial, even- 
handed manner. Whatever good- 
will die new administration had 
enjoyed in the Arab Worid quick- 
ly- disappeared as a result of the 
Gulf war. If the U.S. wishes to 
protect its long-term interests in 
the region, it will have to regain 
the trust of the Arab people. Hie 
first important test wiS be the 
speed and manner with winch the 
Bush administration deals with 
die Iraqi and Palestinian situa- 
tions. 


There may indeed be re- 
joicing come October, if tjie 
peace conference proposed by 
U.S. President Bush becomes 
a reality and Arabs ; and. 
Israelis actually sit down to 
talk face tofaoe. But mean- 
while, the feeling is that Israel 
has begun a long march into 
the unknown. 

After 43 years of hot and 
cold war, suspicion is an ing- 
rained Israeli trait. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
“yes" to the conference is 
carefully conditioned, and 
could become a “no" if he 
doesn't like the Palestinian 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Mohammad Rasbed is a 
pseudonym. He is a former high- 
ranking official now living in ex- 
ile. The article is reprinted from 
The Guardian. 
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delegation that comes to the 
talks. 

Hard-line nationalists like 
Housing Minister Ariel Shar- 
on are aghast, fearing the 
conference will squeeze Israel 
into yielding what he consid- 
ers strategically valuable land. 
But the public seems broadly 
behind 75-year-old Mr. Sha- 
mir, probably because this 
hard-as-nails prime minister is 
perceived as having had things 
almost entirely his way so far. 

Israelis are being told that 
the conference will be a brief 
ceremony, not the internation- 
al steamroller Mr. Shamir 
feared; that the United Na- 
tions, which the Arabs hoped 
would play a key mediating 
role, will be represented by a 
single, mute observer; that 
Israel is not being asked to 
stop building settlements in 
the occupied territories. 

Equally important, Israelis 
are being told that their arch- 
enemy, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation, is “outside, 
in the rain, without an 
umbrella," as Ehud Yaari, 
Israel television’s respected 
Arab affairs, commentator, 
put it. 

But the biggest prize, in 
Israeli eyes, is the promise" 
that the conference will im- 
mediately lead to direct nego- 
tiations. 

Mr. Shamir’s ideological'' 
mentor, Zeev Jabotmsky, 
.theorised in the 1920s that to 
achieve peace in the Middle. 
East, the Jews had ' to build 
“an iron wall” — a country so 
strong, entrenched and reso-^. 
fete that the Arabs would' 
abandon hope of defeating rt 
in war. • ; " 

The wall has. withstood' fiVe ■ 
wars. Now comes the ultimate 
test : Direct negotiations. ' 


That, say the Israe frs,~exptain& 
why they wereso/waryof the 
Arab demand fbrra foil-scale, 
decision-making conference. 
They susperted arLArab pipy 
to keep Israel at acm’slength, 
subject to the dictates of su^ 
perpowers and ILN. ’dde 
gates. . • v r . ■'! 

Instead, Israelis -. afe, prom- 
ised that the conference mfl 
be carefully scripted, last a 
day or two, and breakup into 
direct negotiattotK, heverto 
.reconvene except with Israel’s 
assent. , ■>;: •' 

i --Direct taUt&wouldbe “a big 
breakthrough” because they 
would signal Arab acceptance 
of Israel’s existence, says De- 
puty Foreign Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu. -“Direct 
negotiation is not procedure. 
It’s substance. It’s recogni- 
tion.” " 

Beyond the conference, it- 
self, the fixture is murky. 
Israel is unlikely to- yield on 
the West Bank,- which -Mr. 
Shamir sees as part of . foe 
God-given land of'IsraeL It 
may show some flexibility re- 
garding the Golan Heights ol 
Syria, but subject to stringent 
demilitarisation. 

Its terms -for— Palestinian 
representation reflect its over- 
all view of the issuer No PLO; 
no East Jerusalem Arabs, be- 
cause that would /imply foe 
city is negotiate; - none from 
.outside the occupied territor- 
ies, because that might legiti- 
mise the Palestinian diaspor- 
a’s claim on Palestine that is 
now Israel’s. 

As some Israeli officials 
concede, anything may hap; 
pen once negotiations gej 
under way. 

For Israel, the proof of the 
Arabs’ sincerity will be theii 
willingness to discuss not jusl 
the 'issue of hn^ell-occupied 
territory, but all the dthei 
ingredients of peaqet Trade, 
embassies, open - borders, 
shared water resources. 

If the Palestinians accept 
Israel’s offer 1 of limited self 
government for a three-yeai 
.period, and use the time tc 
demonstrate peaceful inten; 
tions/ that too might. make 
-Israelts more amenable to giv- 
ing them the statehood tbej 
seek. . 'v’w_ V 

; Israel has much In gam ; _I1 
nor fullpeace ,at feastdetenfr 


ary spending, r Another j 
would be U.S/ and Europ 
good will as Israel seeks 
place Jh the newworkt ecc 
order -feKLubsorbsv 
■ Soviet - injmigraTrt/ mflrirtr / 

Egypt, which; made 


in bringing, the- q^nfefei 
into being. feael-Eg 
t treaty ultiinatelyTixay turn a 
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The Aga Khan; Trust for Culture: 


iafo a r rw i rin a os jbe State 0cpait- 

• jneot Bw ^of nations that sponsor 

I": OTd.thc Unged Slues 

ance l986 iia* mainta ined an ecooo- 
' <® iw cooaoy. 

- • ■ ' Tfe ^Whrie.BoiaG said Mbtxlay it 

■■' °«Pto oo -s ec ret detU" to act 

.'- Arabs eo attend the pc yc 

• • tfi nfa i vv oc/ but BdouKvkdgtd that 
•; pfcwy ■ of contacts Were eobK on 

1 ^ Middfc East and 

WUmngWfl, - ■■ 

.Spok&tmna Maria Fitnwr dio 
- . .'toW reporters be thought there could 
oc a^ waofatton to, (be MidtBr East 
°ouffic» in the next several months d 
the peace talks go ahead. 

■ "Wc have made oo coninoK neiiH 
on the cod product. We have nude 
PQ secre t deals on end rcsoli*," Mr. 
Httwater said in r espuuae to ques- 
dons about whether the United States 
was promanns anything to panka- 
pnts in the peace conference. 

**We have said before «c have not 
■ made any secret deals. But obviously 
WB*ve had a lot of secret ulfcs about 
these things Mr. Fitzwaier said. 

“Saactary Baker has been to noo- 
stop private, secret talks if you hke. 
for the last three months to try to get 
this conference going," he said. 


. Mr. Fnrwattr was questioned ab- 
out secret tails amid speculation that 
tbe United States might entice pan id - 
pans to the peace negotiations with 
toteign aid or promises of support 
during the ta&s. brad is to ask the. 
-~U$. g ov er n men t this auramn for $]0 
billion in knm guarantees to help 
settle Soviet immigrant*. 

'the arrangement of a Sts; -ever 
regional Mideatt peace conference 
oow appears to hang oo whether the 
Palestinian* win Keeps toe deal Mr. 
Baker snick with Israel excluding the 
pzrtidpatiofi of Pakstuiacs with cur- 
rent ties to Arab Jerusalem. 

The proposed compromise be- 
tween the lineb and Arab rides is to 
permit participation by delegates who 
were bora in Arab Jerusalem but no 
longer five there. They will be in- 
cluded in a delegation of Jordanians 
and Palestinian* from West Bank and 
Ga» Strip. 

Beyond that potential Mumbling 
block, Mr. Baker has stressed that 
even with Israel and the Arab slates 
agreeing to negotiate, much work 
remains. 

The rite of the conference is not 
set. Israel would prefer Washington, 
the Arabs want Cairo ami the Soviets 
are Ifltedy to lobby for a neutral city, 
which could be toe solution. 

More important is whan happens 
once the conference convenes. 

Brad faces negotiations on two 
tracks — with the Arab states and 
with Palestinians. 


Revitalising cultural forms 


Press release 


Iraq admits it had germ lab 


(Ceottaeud Cram page 11 

in attitude since his previous visit. 

The Iraqi News Agency (IN A) Sunday listed several sites the team 
had visited and said it had travelled north to the Mosul area. 

There reportedly is a site near Mosul that still concerns U.S. 
officials, including Kir. Bush- The team left Sunday and was expected 
to remain two days, the IN A report said. 

Mr. Kay was head of the second team that flushed out evidence of 
a secret uranium, enrichment programme — a first step in making a 
nuclear warhead. 

Iraq admitted enriching uranium after that team photographed 
equipment during an incident in which Iraqi soldiers fired in the air. 

INA said Sunday that Mr. Kay and his latest team had visiied 
thermal power stations at AJ Mussayeb south of Baghdad and Al 
Dora outside Baghdad. 

ENA said that Saturday the team had discussed Iraq's uranium 
enrichment programme with Iraqi scientists. 

'The dialogue conducted by the team was very useful with Iraqi 
technicians giving the team a comprehensive and detailed picture of 
the goals and dimensions of the enrichment programme and 
answering m detail queries from the international team members." it 
added. 

Also Monday, Iraqi Health Minister Abdul Salam Mohammad 
Saeed, again accused the United States and its Gulf war coalition 
partners of creating obstacles to block medicine from Iraq. 

He told the daily newspaper A! Iraq that claims about medicine 
being used for military purposes were false. 

. The health minister said the medicine imported through humanita- 
rian and international organisations was insufficient. 

' Aspin’s views 


THE Aga Khan Trust for Cul- 
ture (AKTC), promotes and 
focuses attention on contem- 
porary expressions in the 
architecture and planning of 
the built environment and' 
assists those responsible for 
shaping ii in the future. The 
crust was created to explore 
ideas and develop strategies 
aimed at lessening the damag- 
ing impact brought about by 
rapid change and revitalising - 
(he diverse cultural forms and 
expressions that exist across 
the Islamic world. 

In 1977, the Aga Khan 
Award for Architecture was 
set up to address pressing 
issues concerning the built en- 
vironment in the Islamic world 
and to broaden awareness of 
the vitality of its diverse cul- 
tures. Its approach is to prom- 
ote architectural excellence by 
encouraging building rooted in 
good design. Up to SSOQ.UOO in 
prizes is awarded every three 
yean to winning architectural 
projects. But the award is 
more than a prize: it is a process 
of intellectual inquiry that 
brings together professionals - 
and scholars from the Islamic 
world and beyond. An integral 
part of this process is a regular 
series of international semi- 
nars. Reports of the seminars 
have been published by the 
award as well as a series of 
monographs on architecture. 
The award’s headquarters in 
Geneva is also the repository 
of a growing archive on the 
built environment. 

Grants made to Harvard 
University and the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy in 1979 enabled them to 
establish the Aga Khan Prog- 


ramme for Islamic 
Architecture. Its mandate is to 
educate new generations of 
architects, planners, teachers 
and researchers. In 1985 MfT 
added a masters degree in De- 
sign for Islamic Societies to its 
curriculum. It provides a thor- 
ough grounding in the prob- 
lems erf architecture and urban 
design in Islamic and other 
non- Western societies, in addi- 
tion, The Aga Khan Unit for 
Housing and Urbanisation is 
situated in the Graduate 
School of Design at Harvard 
University to study ways to 
improve the quality of housing 
and urban structures in de- 
veloping countries. 

In 1988 the trust made two 
grants establishing Aga Khan 
Visiting Professorships at the 
University of Jordan in Am- 
man and the Da wood College 
of Engineering and Technolo- 
gy in Karachi, Pakistan. Its 
long-term aim is to encourage 
regional centres in the Islamic 
world that meet the highest 
international standards of 
architectural education. 

The trust’s most significant 
initiative since 1988 deals with 
the conservation and economic 
revitalisation of Islamic 
architectural heritage world- 
wide. Through direct interven- 
tions into the built environ- 
ment in its Historic Cities Sup- 
port Programme, the Trust is 
acting to improve urban life 
and revitalise historic urban 
centres. This follows from the 
award’s involvement in res- 
toration projects in Pakistan, 
Turkey, Spain, Morocco and 
elsewhere. These projects, as 
well as the other initiatives are 
now under the trust's auspices. 

Approaching architecture 


and the built environment 
within a broad vision of the 
importance of culture in de- 
velopment, the aga Khan Trust 
for culture fills what was pre- 
viously a gap in the Aga Khan 
Network, a group of organisa- 
tions working for social and 
economic development in Asia 
and Africa. Perhaps the best 
known of these is the Aga 
Khan Foundation, a private 
development agency founded 
in 1967 to provide grants and 
technical assistance to people, 
regardless of faith, origin, or 
political persuasion, who seek 
fresh solutions to pressing so- 
cial or environmental prob- 
lems. The foundation places 
particular emphasis on health, 
education and rural develop- 
ment in low-income countries 
of Asia and Africa. It works 
closely with the Aga Khan 
Education Services and Aga 
Khan Health Services, provid- 
ers of health care and educa- 
tion in East Africa and South 
Asia since the turn of the 
century. A more recent net- 
work partner is the Aga Khan 
Fund for Economic Develop- 
ment. established in 1984 to 
regroup manufacturing indus- 
tries, agricultural enterprises, 
tourism and financial institu- 
tions engaged in promoting 
sustainable economic develop- 
ment in low-income countries. 
Founded in Karachi (Pakistan) 
in 1983, the Aga Khan Uni- 
versity is another major institu- 
tion. It includes a teaching 
hospital, medical college and 
school of nursing, and ulti- 
. mately aims to become the 
turning plate for all network 
activities in both primary 
health care and hospital ser- 
vices. 



The courtyard of the two storey Zaflra House arches and geometric ornamentation are a good 
constructed In the late 14th century being restored example of Arab Nasrid x design of 


as the Centre for the Historic Studies of Granada Islamic Spain, 
and its Kingdom. The slim cohimns and rounded 


The United States should push for-flooding Iraq with United Nations 
inspectors to see th3t it abides by-U.N. rules against nuclear and 
chemical weajpohs instead bf trying to otist President Saddam 
Hussein,, a: key U-S. congressman said Sunday. 

. Les Aspin.. chairman of the House of Representatives Armed 
Services Committee, said on. ABC Television's "This Week with 
David Brinkly” that inspections should be beefed up and inspectors 
given freewill to root out violations of U.N. roles prohibiting Iraq's 
development of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons. 

“I flunk you just flood the country with inspectors, insist on the 
oomphhrice with U.N. Resolution 687, which is no more chemicals, 
no.more Wologicals. no more nuclears, no more missiles," the 
Wisconsin Democrat said. 



My life’s work written off 


By Nawal Al Saadawi 


I WAS bom in a small village 
about 100 kilometres north of 
Cairo. My grandmother was a 
peasant woman. She spent her 
life hoeing the black earth. I 
remember her saying to me: "I 
would tighten the belt around 
my belly to hold back the 
hunger pangs. That’s how your 
father became an educated 
man.” 


Probe launched into release 


. (Coottoeod ban page I) 

Mr. Sk* said be bad conducted 
a two-year iiwestigation of the 
charges and found there was 
some evidence to support them, 
although be did nos have absolute 
proof. 

One of those involved in the 
meetings, aocordig to Mr. Sick, 
was William Casey, a Reagan 
campaign aide ami later director- 
of the Central InfetiUgence Agen- 
cy. Mr. Casey toed in 1987. 

Mr. Sk^ said ]» bad reports 
that Mr. Bush attended a meeting 
with Iranians in October, 1980 in 


Paris, but did not know if his, 
information was correct. Mr. 
Bush has strongly denied be was 
at such a meeting. 

Mr. Foley started an informal 
review of the allegations after 
they were published and Mr. Side 
met privately with several House 
members. 

After repeated efforts by Mr. 
Carter and U.S. diplomats to free 
the hostages failed, Mr. Carter 
approved a military rescue 
attempt in April, 1980. Themis- 
sion failed when some helicopters 
carrying troops broke down iu the 
Iranian desert. 


There were nine sisters and 
brothers in my family. I got 
into medical school by obtain- 
ing a scholarship for myself. I 
remember how my father’s 
eyes shone that morning when 
I told him what I'd done. But 
one year after I graduated my 
mother died of cancer, and 
soon after that my father fol- 
lowed her. 


Nawal Al Sadowi 


By then I was writing. From 
the start, writing was like brea- 
thing. It was life itself. When 
other young women and men 
went out to enjoy the summer 
nights of Cairo, 1 sat at my 
desk and wrote. That is how 
my brothers and sisters went to 
college. I divorced two hus- 
bands because they wanted me 
to break my pen and hold a 
broom instead. 


In 1972 three things hap- 
pened at once. I lost my job at 
the ministry of health; the 
Association for Health Educa- 
tion which I had founded, was 
closed; and the magazine 
Heajtb. edited by me and my 
husband, was suspended. 

The authorities said I must 
not write about politics, reli- 
gion, or sex. But writing for me 
was like breathing; how could I 
stop? So I stayed at home for 
five years and wrote. At the 
beginning I was scared. At the 
end I had become the most 
widely read novelist and writer 
in the Arab countries. 

In 1980 Doubleday's Mary 
Brown wanted to publish one 
of my books. But some impor- 
tant man in the publishing 
house said: “No, the book is 
too polemical. We want only 
the personal side of your life, 
so edit it and bring it back." I 
went away, sat down to work, 
and forgot. 

Sometime later a woman 
friend said: ■“There’s a small 
publishing house in London 
called Zed." My husband said: 
"Why not? I’ll do the transla- 
tion for you, then well send it 
off." So in 19S0 my first book 
in English, The Hidden Face of 
Eve. came out. Last year it was 


in the seventh or eighth edi- 
tion, I don't remember which. 

In 1981 Sadat put me in jail. 
After he encouraged the fun- 
damentalists, they assassinated 
him. and three months later I 
climbed the stairs to our flat 
and rang the bell. 

Meanwhile I was beginning 
to earn money from my books. 
A few years later, as I was 
walking along near Marble 
Arch with an Egyptian friend, 
I told her I was thinking of 
opening a bank account in 
London. She said: “Close by 
there is an Arab bank, and 
many people from the Third 
World deal with it,” I said: 
"The Third World, that’s 
where I come from,” and 
walked in. 

Over the years, link by little, 
the money flowed in: royalties 
from my books, money from 
articles or radio programmes 
on the BBC, from films still to 
be made, or other work. For 
now I had 27 books, 15 trans- 
lated into English, nine into 
more than 12 languages. 

You see. I write eight hours 
a day, sometimes more, almost 
never less. My mind is full of 
images and dreams, my blood 
is hot. 

For the first time in my life I 


felt more secure. My savings' 
were there in the bank, and my 
children had grown up. My 
son, now 26. had passed his 
engineering studies with hon- 
ours, but he wanted to make 
films from an early age. He 
had done work as an assistant, 
but he needed to study more, 
and the money was there in the 
bank for him to go to the 
National Film School or some- 
where else. At the age of 60 I 
could begin to relax, travel and 
sometimes enjoy myself, after 
a long haul, a very long haul. 

But that morning I remem- 
ber the telephone rang. I pick- 
ed up the receiver and some- 
body was saying: "Have you 


read the newspapers; They’re 
liquidating our bank. Our 


money is gone, or frozen, or 
something like that.” I could 
not understand what he was 
talking about or relate to it. 

Later people kept saying to 
me: “You know that's hfe.” 
Somehow I find it difficult to 
submit. It has always been like 
that. I do not believe you can 
take away my life's savings, 
even if you are the Governor 
of the Bank of England or a few 
millionaires playing around 
with an Arab bank. The Guar- 
dian. 
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Monaco recaptures league leadership 


PARIS (R) — A last-minute goal by Liberian striker Georges 
Weah gave Monaco their fourth victory in as many matches to 
r ec!—.-!jre the lead in the French first division Sunday. Monaco 
wc t : back to the top of the table after being temporarily displaced 
by Marseille Saturday when the French champions won 2-1 at 
Rennes. Christophe Robert put Monaco, last season’s league 
r nnere-up and French cap winners, ahead after 23 minutes 
"ore Cameroon striker Francois Omam-Biyik equalised in die 
■rt minute. Weah’s fifth goal this season made Monaco the only 
side with maximum points. Marseille is second, one point behind. 

left Cannes fifth from the bottom with only two points after four 
matches. 


Yugoslavia to play without Croats 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslavia have omitted three regular 
Croatian players from their squad for a soccer tournament in Italy 
this week, team officials said Monday. Midfielder Zvouimir 
Bo ban, striker Davor Suker and goalkeeper Drazen Ladic, all of 
Kask Gradjanski Zagreb, were not included after Croatian sports 
authorities advised all athletes from the republic not to compete 
for Yugoslavia. “I inteneded to call them in but T don’t want to 
make fife difficult for anybody,” said coach Ivica Oam. 
“Let’s not make a big fuss about it all. Well see what the future 
will bring.” Croatia declared independence from Yugoslavia on 
June 25, the move triggering bloody inter-ethnic clashes in the 
lepublic in which more than 200 people have died. Italian dub 
sides Genoa and Lazio are competing along with the Czechoslo- 
vak national side in the four-team tournament which begins 
Wednesday. 


Sampdoria beats Arsenal In final 


LONDON (R) — Italian champions Sampdoria edged out 
■ English counterparts Arsenal despite having a player sent off in a 
stormy final and won the Mairita four-dub soccer tournament for 
the second successive year Sunday. Sampdoria striker Renato 
Buso, who scored four goals in his team’s 6-1 drubbing of West 
Ham Saturday, was ordered off for elbowing Arsenal skipper 
Tony Adams after 55 minutes. Ten-man Sampdoria, already 130 
down following an 18tb-minute effort by Paul Merson, hit back 
with a brilliant goal from star striker Gianluca Vialli in the 70th 
minute to send the final into a penalty shoot-out. They won the 
shoot-out 3-2. Sampdoria coach Vujadin Baskov criticised Buso’s 
dismissal. “There was a dash of two players in the air. I don’t 
think my player deserved to be sent off,” he said. “Both players 
went in with maximum force. It was an athletic dash. These things 
happen.” Greek champions Panathinaikos won the third-place 
play-off, beating English first division West Ham 3-2 in a penalty 
shoot-out after a 1-1 draw. 


Jahangir Khan beaten in squash 


ADELAIDE (R) — Jahang ir Khan, surprisingly beaten in 
Sunday’s final of the World Squash Open Championship, said 
Monday a band of professional referees should be employed to lift 
the standard of officiating. The Pakistani, 27, beaten in an epic 
four-game battle by Australia’s fifth-seeded Rodney Martin was 
highly critical of New Zealand referee Chas Evans. Martin, 25, 
won his first world title 11-17 15-9 15-4 15-13, in a tense match 
marred by several physical dashes which resulted in the calling of 
a high number of lets. Jahangir said the International Squash 
Players Federation (ISPA) should speed up a plan already being 
considered to create a band of professional referees travelling the 
world circuit. 


Gomea wins third U.S. pro title 


BROOKLINE, (AP) — Andres Gomez of Ecuador won his third 
U.S. pro tennis title with a 7-5, 64 victory over top seed Andrei 
Cherkasov of the Soviet Union. The victory, following cham- 
pionships in 1986 and 1989, was the most recent triple win since 
Bjorn Borg completed the feat each year from 1974 to 1976 at 
Longwood Cricket Club. Gomez, 31, the seventh seed, took 
advantage of Cher k asov, who had played a rain-interrupted 
semifinal that began Saturday evening and did not conclude until 
noon. Cherkasov outlasted No. 5 Jimmy Arias 7-6 (8-6), 3-6, 64,, 
two hours before the match against Gomez. Gomez got a decisive 
opening set break when Cherkasov hit tong on a pair of forehands 
to lose the 12th game. Gomez won 14 of 19 points in taking a 3-0 
lead in the concluding set and both players held serve to complete 
the sixth consecutive U.S. pro title to be decided in straight sets. 
The victory earned Gomez $50,000, while Cherkasov got $25,000. 


Perez-Roldan wins in San Marino 


SAN MARINO (R) — Guillermo Perez-Roldan, aimin g to dimb 
back into the tennis top 20, beat Frenchman Frederic Fontang to 
retain his San Marino Open Title. The top-seeded Argentine 
dismissed unseeded Fontang 6-3 6-1 in the final to claim the 
seventh title of his career. Perez-Roldan, ranked 14th in the world 
earlier this year, had slipped to 33rd at the start of the San Marino 
tournament. He was forced to puli out of the final of a 
tournament in Munica in April with dama ge d knee ligaments. 
Fontang, virtually unknown outride France before die tourna- 
ment, upset number two seed Jordi Arrese of Spain in the second 
round. Fontang did not drop a set until the final. 


Soviet player joins Dutch club 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch first division side FC Groningen 
have signed Soviet international defender Andrei Zygmantovich 
from Dynamo Minsk, the club Monday. The 28-year-old, who has 
made over 30 appearances for the Soviet Union, has signed a 
one-year contract. The transfer fee was not disclosed. 
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THE TELL-TALE CARD 


3oth vulnerable. South deale. 
NORTH 

* 9 6 3 
<T A J 5 
0862 

* E Q 10 3 

‘VEST EAST 

»Q852 * J 10 4 

983 TQ742 

K J 9 v 10 7 5 4 

* A 7 4 « 9 8 

SOUTH 

* A K 7 
TK 10 6 
:■ A Q 3 

* J 6 5 2 
The bidding; 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of * 

By applying the Rule of 11, a de- 
fender can deduce a lot about de- 
clarer’s holding from partner's 
fourth-best lead- But that lead is 
there for the world to see, and de- 
clarer can utilize the same informa- 
tion for his own advantage. This 
hand occurred in a rubber bridge 
game. 

The bidding was right out of a 
bridge textbook. South opened one 
no trump with a balanced 17 points 
and North, with a 4 -3-3-3 shape and 
10 points, had an easy raise to game. 


West led the deuce of spades and, 
when dummy hit the table, declarer 
could count eight fast tricks. The 
hand was a Gnesser's delight — de- 
clarer could taka a diamond finesse 
and had the choice of which way to 
hook, for the queen of hearts. How- 
ever, the fact declarer could read 
from the opening lead that West 
held only four spades obviated the 
need to’rely on the unknown. All the 
play required was a modicum of 
technique. 

Declarer captured East’s ten of 
spades with the king and immedi- 
ately forced out the ace of dubs. 
West continued with a low spade to 
the jack and ace. and declarer 
claimed the hand. He announced he 
was going to dear the dubs and exit 
with a spade. West could cash the 
last spade or not, as the defender 
wished, but then would have to lead 
a red suit for declarer, eliminating 
any guess. 

Incidentally, note that declarer 
can adopt the same line even if West 
started with five spades as long as 
South plays off only three rounds of 
dubs altogether. Should declarer 
dear all the dubs, there will be an 
impossible discarding problem for 
South when West cadres the fifth 
spade. Try it far yourself and see the 
difference. 


Capriati knocks 
Seles from 
Number 1 spot 




CARLSBAD, California (AP) — 
After finally putting to rest 
rumours about why sbe skipped 
Wimbledon, Monica Seles has 
something new to worry about — 
Jennifer Capriati. 


The 15-year-old Capriati defe- 
ated Seles 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 Sunday to 


win the $225,000 Mazda Classic 
and knock the Yugoslav native 
from the No. 1 ranking. It was 
Capriati’s second defeat of Seles 
in two weeks and first ever in a 
sanctioned tournament. 

“I think I'm definitely a little 
closer (to being No. 1),” Capriati, 
said. “This give me confidence.” 
Seles and Capriati last met two 
weeks ago in an exhibition at 
Mahwah, New Jersey, where 
Capriati won 6-3, 7-5. Seles bad 
prevailed in both of their pre- 
vious tour matches. 

Capriati only has a learner’s 
permit to drive, but had no trou- 
ble testing her prize, a special- 
edition car, on the roads at the La 
Costa Resort and spa. 

“She was perfect. With a stidc 
(shift), too,” said her father, Ste- 
fano, who went along for the 
ride. 


The keys and $45,000 were 
presented to Capriati after she 
rebuffed a comeback by Seles in 
the third set and then prevailed 
by winning the last five points of 
the tiebreaker for a 7-2 edge. 

“I played very well,” Capriati 
said. “I just bad to keep fighting 
until the end. 1 went in thinking 
that Fd play my game and serve 
well, which 1 dSd. I just tried to 
attack and go for it.” 
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By recording her second career 
title, Capriati moved from 10th to 
eighth in the rankings. She last 
won at the Puerto Rican Open in 
October 1990. 

Seles, who received $20,200 for 
second place, returned to the tour 
for the first time since winning 
her second Grand Slam title of 
the year on June 8 at the French 
Open. 






The match brought together 
the two youngest finalists in the 
open era of women's tennis that 
began in 1968. 

Seles, 17. and Capriati are 
younger than Tracy Austin and 
Andrea Jaeger, who met in 1980 
at the Florida Federal Open, by 


Jennifer Capriati 

at least one month respectively. 

Seles, making her first tour 
appearance since her well-, 
publicised and mysterious with- 
drawal from Wimbledon, came to 
the end of the No. 1 reign that she 
held since March 11. 

Inheriting the top position will 
be Steffi Graf. But because she 
won’t play this week because of a 
shoulder injury, Graf will yield 
the top spot back to Seles after a 
week. 


Still, Seles said, it figures to be 
a tight race for No. 1 the rest of 
the year among Graf, Gabriels 
Sabatini and herself. 

“Being No. 1 is great,” Seles 
said. “Tm going to try to get it 
back. 1 still have a long way to go 
until the end of the year. It’s a 
very dose struggle.” 

“Jennifer played a great match 
today,” said Seles. “We’re both 
fighters. It was a great match. 
Neither of os wanted to let it go.” 


Sampras wins first title since U.S. Open 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Pete 
Sampras, fine-tuning his form to 
defend his U.S. Open title later 
this month, won his first cham- 
pionship since the open, beating 
Brad Gilbert in three sets late 
Sunday at the Volvo Tennis 
Tournament. 

Sampras, the second seed, de- 
feated fourth-seeded Gilbert 6-2, 
6-7 (5^7), 6-3 in two hours and six 
minutes. 

“It was important for me to win 
today for thy confidence," said 
Sampras, who had been sidelined 
much of the year with injuries. 
‘To win in Los Angeles makes 
me happy.” 

Sampras, 19, grew up in sub- 
urban Los Angeles and now lives 
in Florida. 


The match featured big serves 
by both players, with Gilbert 
notching 10 aces to Sampras' 
nine. After losing the first set, 
Gilbert came back in the second, 
jumping out to a 3-0 lead. Sam- 
pras broke back later in the set to 
narrow Gilbert's lead to 4-3. Both 
held serve the rest of the way. 


In the third set. Sampras went 
up 4-2 on a break and held his 
serve to rest of the way to take 
tbe $32,400 winner’s share. 


In the tiebreaker, the two 
traded points until Gilbert capi- 
talised on two unforced errors by 
Sampras to even the match. 

“I started playing better in the 
second and I got unlucky in the 
third,” said Gilbert, who turns 30 
next week. “I was coming in 
more and I couldn't work myself 
in. He was hitting very hard and I 
couldn’t get any rhythm.” 


After overcoming shin splints 
and injuries to his hamstring and 
calf, Sampras was hungry for a 
victory. But then again, so was 
Gilbert, who hasn't won since 
September 1990 and was playing 
in only his second final this year. 

“I had to fight to the last 
point,” Sampras said. “He could 
have won the match.” 


Gilbert advanced to the final 
with a three-set upset of Stefan 
Ed berg, who was slowed by ten- 
dinitis in his knee. 

Sampras broke Gilbert to go up 
2-1 in the first set and went on to 


win the last three games. He lost 
only five points on his serve and 
aced Gilbert on set point. 

Gilbert said Sampras’ powerful 
serve continues to be his best 
weapon. 

“He’s going to get aces because 
he's like a guy that throws a curve 
when you’re not looking for it,” 
said Gilbert. He has a hard serve 
to read because it comes quickly 
out of his hand.” 

With three weeks until the 
U.S. Open, Sampras said he 
finally feels prepared to defend 
his title. 

‘Tm healthy and I’m more 
experienced,” he said. ,r My con- 
fidence is up and I'm ready to go 
to the open.” 


Brazil beats U.S. in Pan Am women’s basketball 


HAVANA (AP) — The U.S. 
women's basketball team can 
stop counting — after seeing its 
42-game winning streak in major 
international competition snap- 
ped at tbe Pan American Games. 

Brazil bear the Americans 87- 
84 in the preliminary round Sun- 
day. 

“We’re not stunned, we’re 
mad,” said the American star 
Theresa Edwards, whose team 
still can advance to the medal 
round. “I think our actions will 
speak louder than our wourds,” 
she said in vowing to win the 
gold. 

Hie world’s most dominant in- 
ternational amateur team had 
been beaten, and Brazil rejoiced 
at the final buzzer as its coaches 
streamed onto the floor, and the 
pro-Brazil crowd of Cubans 
cheered wildly. 

“How would you feel if you 
beat tbe world champions and the 
Olympic champions?” asked the 


Brazilian coach, Maria Cardoso 
“we could be today world cham- 
pions or Olympic champions. I 
.am so, so happy.” 

After two days of competition, 
Cuba led the medal standings 
with 13 gold and 21 total. The 
United States had 17, five of 
them gold. 

The U.S. women, who beat 
Canada 87-70 Saturday in the first 
game of its tournament, hadn’t 
lost a big international match 
since falling to the Soviets for the 
gold medal at the ‘82 World 
Championships. Since then, it bad 
won two world championships, 
two Olympics, two Pan American 
Games and two Goodwill Games. 
This team includes five Olympic 
gold medal winners. 

“These players are world 
champions, and there's no ques- 
tion they’ll come out more deter- 
mined than before,” U.S. coach 
Vivian Stringer said. “They are 


champions in their attitude, and 
every one of them will be that 
much more determined.” 

Tbe U.S. team got off to a 26-8 
lead, but saw that cut to 26-22' 
after the Brazilians scored 14, 
straight points with Hortenria 
Marcari, their .star player and a 
Brazilian Playboy centerfold, on 
die bench in foul trouble. 

“When Hortenda was out was 
when they made their run, which 
speaks to our mental state.” 
Stringer said, complaining that 
the team lacked intensity and 
concentration, especially on de- 
fence. 

Brazil trailed 45-40 at halftime, 
but took a 52-51 lead when Marta 
be Souza, who led tbe Brazilians 
with 24 points, hit a jumper from 
the right corner midway in the 
second half. Edwards’ driving 
layup put the United States be- 
hind 85-84 with 19 seconds left, 
but instead of fouling immediate- 
ly, the U.S. team let the Brazi- 


lians tick off 12 seconds before 
Edwards fouled out in an effort to 
regain possession. . 

Maria da Silva made one of two 
free throws r.ith seven seconds 
left, and Hortenda capped it with 
~ another free throw three seconds 
later. 

Edwards led the Americans 
with 20 points. 

In other events Sunday, U.S. 
Kayaker Mike Herbert gained a 
gold medal and a unique place in 
history as the man who got Ridel 
Castro to salute the American 
flag. 

Castro stood at attention in his 
olive green fatigues, his right 
hand raised to the bill of bis cap 
when tbe U.S. anthem was played, 
but Herbert didn't even look at 
him. 

“I had my eyes on the flag," 
said Herbert, a 30-year-old who 
beat Cuban Angel Perez by near- 
ly four seconds to win the 1,000- 
metre single kayak. 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY AUGUST 6,1991 

fly Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Ftyhter^FcKpclatian 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Other configurations indicate that 
it is best to accept nothing at face 
value today and to be sure to delve . 
carefully into every phase of what 
ever arises to be sure your under- 
stand it. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You now would be wise to pay 
every angle bfll, tax or obligation 
that faces you and to look into 
arrangements for having more 
money soon. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have it in your power to gain 
the good will of those about by in 
someway entertaining or showing 
them you are truly devoted to, 
want them to be happy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
are uncertain about some project 
you have to do but if you wfll adopt 
a new attitude towards it and gnv 
more attention to behind scenes, 
preparation. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can have some very 
happy social moments now if you 
avoid letting that feud between an 
attachment and a friend flare up. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
family should be kept in the back- 
ground now while you do show you 
are the one who has it in his/her 
power to make big headway in the 
outside world. 


best of what those about have to 
offer for new opportuisties.. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have such an abffity at 
near touch and fine finish thaz now 
is your to put onto motion 
some highly pr e c ise and ingeakws 
plan to imprest experts. ‘ 


SCORPIO: (October.23 tnNovcav. 
ber 21) You very mndi coti- 


and you may not see thmgvthei^ 
way but you can make much head- 
way by through promi s es yoohavet 
made. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A day to get much 
done and not to let any feeling that 
you have been imposed upon fceep- 
you from .making some big. adv- 
ances in your favour. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you havem 
mind that has to do witfa.a^ood 
time is all right if you don’t tefl a 
jeskns acquaintance who ooukl 
put a crimp m iL - 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is your time to make, 
certain -that-you do hold steady to : 
some new type of arrangement that 
pleases your family even though 
you- do especially like it. - - --- 
PISCES: (February 20 to Match 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is certainly the mome n t 
for you to show you.' have die 
opcanriodcd attitude to accept the 


20) Whatever brings you the most 
elective way to handle usual p s>fe- 


effective way to handle usual ptojb- . 
ictus erf a routine nature is excef- 
ient right now 1 so' dunk tea oar 
completely/ 


one sneere friend, my birtn stenei. : ; 
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Amroah- Anna HoW- 6n. fcade. 


THE BETTER HALF 
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t hove an idea! Where s that teday bear 
the shooting gt^ery? /r - 
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Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


WARLD 


I.fflta itwhan., - 
yew keep kxrfdhg 
so .youngs ■*. 

'/ - J 


BREHT 


SMURTI 



INTOOL 


HOW PJF HE 
KNOW HIS WIFE W/V5 : 
A NATURAL BLONPEF 


Now arrange the cbcM tetters to 
farm the aurpriae answer, as sug: 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Ansvwra tomorrow)’ 

JumWes: KHAKI -ADULT - JITNEY MYSTIC 


1 THE SKY WAS THE LIMIT 

" i ri 

THE Daily Crossword e.™***. 

n 
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10 Ballot 

14 Rendered rat 

15 Houston athlete 

16 Ms Adams 

17 Part of USNA: 
obbr. 

18 Small capital 
Investment 

20 Baste 

21 Besides 

22 Strong strings 

23 US pointier 
25 Soviet sea 

2B John Jacob — 
28 

29 Dir. letters 
32 Keep (one) 



aisuaauu am 


m am aa»a 
paami auum 


48 Rock plant 

51 Chimney dirt 

52 Archer?* Mem 
55 Rigor 

57 Rig 

58 Adolescent 

59 Serviceable 

60 Duo 

61 Cept. Hook's 
aide 

62 Document 

63 AM word 


DOWN 

1 Too bed! 

2 Shoestring 

3 Curtain 
raiser 

4 Append 

5 Ottoman 
title 

6 Pais 


conditions) 

70 Risk 

11 None god 

12 String 

13 Props . -- 
19 Nasal 

resonance v - 
21 Tattered 

24 Butcher's cut 

25 In harmony 

26 Poplar . 

27 Bus fixedly 
. 28 Hlta hsflo - 

29 Tb 8 sWimy . 

person 

30 Simon Templar 

31 Hrst Oscar 
winner 

33 Pressuring In a 
way 

34 "Ad — per 
sapors” . . 
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nr.inonn nnnfi 
nnnnntr nnnnnnn 
nng, .n nnnnnnnRn 
nnn nnn 
fijrannuinnnn nnnren 
nnnnnnn rannnnH 
nnRn nnnnnn ' ' 
nnann nnnnrjf! nnn 
unnnra nnreh 
-nnnn rannn 
nnnn i .niw nnnn 


40 Like some SOfacfian... . 

-ii'SOT* .---.T.-6T-Cur:-- 7-^ ■■ 

- sasft&r:: 

48 WVWI craft-; . ' *57 Rtness center 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) -r Following are the buying and selling rates for 
l eadin g world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1,6915/25 

U.S. dollar 

1.1495/1500 

Canadian dollar 

1.7360/70 

Deuischemarks 

2.9545/55 

Dutch guilders 

1.5115/22 

Swiss francs 

35.76.80 

Belgian francs 

5.9050/9100 

French francs 

1 297/1 29S 

Italian lire 

137.15/25 

Japanese yen 

6.2550/3000 

Swedish crowns 

6.7760/10 

Norwegian crowns 

6.7150/7200 

Danish crowns 

355.30055.80 

U.S. dollars 


Gorbachev orders fast 
production, importation 
| of consumer goods, food 
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MOSCOW ( Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev has 
ordered an immediate increase in 
production and importation of 
food and consumer goods in his 
firs! major step toward :i market 
economy since meeting world 
leaders last month. 

In allocating foreign currency 
and credits, ihc trade .md finance 
ministries should emphasise im- 
porting grain, medicine and 
materials or equipment needed to 
make goods for mass consump- 
tion. President Gorbachev said in 
a decree Che TASS news agency 
published Sunday. 

The decree also urges republics 
to barter goods and services to 
help supply their populations, it 
calls on the cabinet of ministers to 
adjust tariffs to encourage imports 
of consumer goods in wide de- 
mand. v.-hile limiting .imports of 
luxury goods. 

The decree says the national 
cabinet and the governments of 
the IS republics should "actively 
carry out a policy of privatisation, 
de-monopolisation, and develop- 
ment of entrepreneurship" to 
boost production of consumer 
j goods 

in particular. Mr Gorbachev 
j recommended more rapid crea- 
tion of "a market infrastructure.” 
including trading houses, ex- 
changes and auctions. 

The decree . dated Saturday but 
not made public until Sunday 
J night, was issued under special 
j economic powers the Supreme 
Soviet legislature granted the 
president las; year 

In the past, his orders often 
have met resistance from the 
republics, which claim the right to 
control their own natural re- 
sources and economic policies. 

Soviet consumers suffer chro- 
nic shortages of many everyday 
items, ranging from cheese to 
glass bottles. Inflation has 
soared, and the Soviet equivalent 
of a gross national product drop- 
ped 10 per cent in the First six 
months of this year. 

As with many of his past de- 
crees. Mr. Gorbachev's latest 
edict contained few details, ft will 
be up to the republics and the 
national cabinet, led by Prime 


Egypt takes charge 
of BCCI affiliate 


CAIRO (R) — - A government 
administrator took control of 
Bank of Credit and Commerce 
Misr SAE, Egyptian affiliate of 
scandal-hit BCCI. Monday. 

BCCM’s board was dissolved 
by the central bank Sunday. Offi- 
cials said Abdul Ghani Gami’e. 
head of Egyptian American 
Bank, would run BCCM under 
central bank supervision to pro- 
tea depositors. 

The BCCM is 49 per cent 
controlled by Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International . The 
other 51 per cent is owned by 
Egyptians. An unknown amount 
of its deposits abroad have been 
frozen by foreign government 
actions against BCCI. 

When news broke in early July 
that assets of the Luxembourg- 
based BCCI had been frozen in 


several countries on charges of 
widespread fraud, there was a run 
on its Egyptian affiliate. 

Depositors withdrew $15 mil- 
lion and 48 million Egyptian 
pounds (SI4.4 million) over three 
days, one BCCM official said. 
Another said it was five limes the 
normal withdrawal rate. 

One depositor, who declined to 
be named, said Monday the bank 
has put a ceiling on withdrawals 
of $1,000 or 3.000 Egyptian 
pounds ($906). Those who have 
deposit accounts were not able to 
break into them before maturity, 
he added. 

Earlier last month, the bank 
had limited withdrawals to $25,000 
or 50.000 Egyptian pounds 
($15,100). 

Officials declined to give de- 
tails of the bank’s capital. 


MA 


By Reuters 

TOKYO — Stocks drifted down through the day to dose near 
their lows in the slowest day's trading in more than seven years. 
The key 225-share Nikkei Index lost 194.72 points or 0.81 per cent 
to 23333.25. 

PARIS — A lifeless Paris bourse ended only fractionally lower but 
volume — 800 million francs — was the thinnest in more than 
three years, exchange authorities said. The CAC-40 index ended 
at 1,762.22, down 4.30 points. 

LONDON — Stocks ended at their day’s lows after drifting 
downwards all day following Friday record dosing high. Doubts 
about the speed of economic recovery weighed on the market. 
The FTSE 100 Index lost 163 points to 2,585.4- 
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Jordan’s debt repayment 
to Soviet Union stalled 


Minister Valentin Pavlo\ . to de- 
cide on specific steps. 

At the Group of Seven (G-7) 
economic summit meeting on 
July 17. Gorbachev sketched the 
broad outline of a plan to move 
awjy Irom central planning, to- 
ward a market economy. The 
measures he envisioned included 
selling off government in- 

dustries, convert some defence 
plants to civilian , ‘reduction and 
making the rouble > freely con- 
vertible international currency. 

Aside from calling for priva- 
tisation, Mr. Gorbachev’s decree 
does not tackle those issues. 

At the G-7 meeting, the United 
States, Britain, France, Ger- 
many. Italy. Canada and Japan 
offered technical assistance and 
cooperation, hut not cash or cre- 
dits to assist Mr. Gorbachev. 

Meanwhile, Railways Minister 
Leonid Maiyukhin said Sunday 
the Soviet railway industry was in 
a critical state, with both freight 
and passenger traffic falling 
sharply. 

Speaking to Moscow radio, the 
newly-appointed minister said 
hjulagc revenues were shrinking 
because of the country's declining 
industrial production. 

"Compared with last year, we 
earned 186 million tonnes less 
freight, and passenger transport 
is down by 10 tu 12 pcT cent ... 
there is not enough output for us 
to carry — including coal. ore. 
fertilisers and all sorts of other 
goods.” he said. 

In the first six moths of this 
year. Soviet gross national pro- 
duct fell by 10 per cent and 
industrial output by six per cent. 

Mr. Matyukhm said railway 
equipment was in a poor state of 
repair and hundreds of broken 
down wagons were lying idle due 
to shortages of metal and umber 
with which to repair them. 

He predicted further problems 
with freight this winter. The 
Soviet Union's collapsing dis- 
tribution network is largely 
blamed for food shortages. 

The country's road system is 
poorly developed, making trans- 
port of goods heavily dependent 
on trains. 


By Robin Agarwal 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Repayment of 
roughly $108 million of Jordan’s 
total debt to the Soviet Union has 
been stalled as a result of political 
and economic uncertainty follow- 
ing the end of the Gulf war. 

The second of three bilateral 
protocols between Jordan and the 
Soviet Union was supposed to 
have been signed in March this 
year. However, the signing has 
been delayed indefinably as Jor- 
dan snuggles with new financial 
uncertainty. 

"On our side, we have no idea 
what is going on,” admitted 
Soviet Commercial Attache 
Yevalanov. "Although we’re pre- 
paring for negotiation on the 
second protocol, nothing much 
will happen at least until the end 
of September. 

Nonetheless, the deb: remains. 
The protocols allow Jordan’s debt 
to the Soviet Union — about S150 
million — to be repaid in Jorda- 
nian-made consumer goods and 
phosphates rather than currency. 
Most of the debt was accumu- 
lated between 1984 and 1987. 

The first protocol, which was 


signed on March 5, 1990, was for 
$42 milloin worth of Jordanian 
products, according to Ibrahim 
Badran. undersecretary*, at the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade. 

$22 million was to be repaid in 
phosphates, with the remaining 
$20 million in consumer goods. 

However, in late April 1990, 
the Soviet Union requested a 
restructuring of this ratio of phos- 
phates to consumer goods. The 
result was a SS million transfer 
from phospahtes to consumables. 
Jordanian companies that be- 
nefited from the transfer were all 
companies hardest hit by the Gulf 
war. according to one ministry 
official. 

With two notable exceptions, 
nearly all of the first protocol 
contracts for consumer goods 
have been met on schedule. 
According to figures from the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade, 
less than 23 per cent of the total 
$3-2 million refrigerator contract 
and less than 38 per cent of the 
total contract for gas cookers 
were actually exported to the 
Soviet Union during the specified 
period. The ministry exports that 
both contracts will be fulfilled this 
year. 


'■We are trying to multiply our 
efforts to compensate for losses 
(incurred by Jordanian business- 
men) during the Gulf war,’’ Dr. 
Badran said. “But it is premature 
to say when we might recover 
compietely because of the inertia 
of the economic machine." 

Jordan continues to run a trade 
deficit with the Soviet Union. 
Recent statistics released by the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade to 
the Jordan Times put exports to 
the Soviet Union at 514.94 mil- 
lion for the year ended Nov. 30. 
1990. Imports totalled S1S.4 mil- 
lion. 

Shampoo and natural phos- 
phates topped the list of exports 
in 1990. both at about SI. 28 
million. Natural fibre men's wear 
($1 million) and perfumes 
($887,000) also were major ex- 
ports to the Soviet Union. 

"In the longer term, I expea 
that Jordan will eventually run a 
trade surplus with the USSR." 
said one ministry official. 
“They’re a country of 280 million 
people, and that market presents 
an enormous opportunity." 

"We have a very good chance 
to increase trade with the Soviet 
Union." agreed Dr. Badran. 



Ibrahim Badran 

"We produce the kind and quali- 
ty of the goods they demand.” 

Last November, the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade established 
a permanent commercial centre 
in Moscow to assist and advise 
Jordanian exporters as well as 
Soviet businessmen. Jordanian 
trade delegations also have step- 
ped up efforts at consumer shows 
held in the Soviet Union. 

"We can no longer rely on 
Jordan's traditional markets -y- 
the Arab countries — for our 
products, even though that would 
be more natural.” Dr. Badran 
said. "We need to look beyond 
them for r.ew markets." 


Merger of Jordan Gulf Bank, 
Al Mashreq Bank under study 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — A merger of the 
Jordan Gulf Bank with Al 
Mashreq Bank — both now oper- 
ating under the direct control of 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) — is under serious consid- 
eration but no final decision has 
yet been taken on the issue, 
banking sources said Monday. 

CBJ-appointed committees are 
“assessing the actual situation of 
the banks — in terms of assets 
and liabilities — and until and 
unless the process is completed 
no decision can be taken," said a 
well-informed source. 

But, added the source, “there 
is a strong argument in favour of 
a merger of the two banks since 
prudent banking instincts dictate 
chat a unified entity will emerge 
much stronger than either of 
them standing on its own." 

The lordan-Gulf Bank and 
Petra Bank, another troubled 
Jordanian institution, were taken 
over by the CBJ under an order 


by the Economic Security Com- 
mittee (ESC) in August 1989 with 
the objective of merging the two. 
But the financial status of Petra 
Bank did not permit its resurrec- 
tion, and the ESC reversed its 
merger order in April 1990. 
While Petra Bank was ordered 
liquidated, the 20 branches of the 
Jordan-Gulf Bank with a total 
staff strength close to 500 con- 
tinued its operations under the 
•supervision of a CBJ-appointed 
panel. 

Several former officials of the 
Jordan-Gulf Bank face charges in 
a military court which is trying 
Petra Bank cases. 

An official source said the pre- 
liminary finding of an investigat- 
ing committee was that the Jor- 
dan Gulf Bank “is salvageable 
since it did not suffer as much as 
damage as Petra Bank." 

Informed banking circles said 
the Central Bank had pumped in 
around JD 25 million to keep the 
Jordan-Gulf Bank floating since 
its take-over while it had injected 


over JD 200 million into Petra 
Bank before the ESC order to 
liquidate it. 

“There is no shortage of funds 
at the bank, and there is a strong 
argument among banking circles 
against liquidating it." said one 
source. "The funds that the CBJ 
sent to the bank in its capacity as 
the lender of the last resort could 
be recovered from the bank in 
due course of time..." 

Senior executives at leading 
Jordanian banks agreed. 

According to Maher Al 
Waked, executive director of the 
Bank of Jordan who is familiar 
with the situation at the Jordan 
Gulf Bank, “the wisest course for 
Jordan Gulf is a merger with 
another Jordanian bank." 

“The situation of Jordan Gulf 
is good, and there does not seem 
to be any need for liquidating it," 
he told the Jordan Times without 
elaboration. ■"- 

The four branches of Al 
Mashreq. an originally Lebanese- 


owned bank, were brought under 
the direct control of the centra 1 , 
bank in October 1989 following a 
Lebanese court order for li- 
quidating the Beirut-based bank;. 

Negotiations between a group 
of local businessmen and the cen- 
tral bank for the sale of AS 
Masnreq’s Jordanian branches re- 
main stalled over questions re- 
lated tc sharing the bank's loss. 

All banks and financial institu- 
tions operating in Jordan are 
subject to the banking regulations 
of the Kingdom, regardless of 
ownership, whether Jordanian or 
otherwise. 

“The Jordanian operations of 
the bank are continuing normally 
and most of the legal issues re- 
lated to the Lebanese ownership 
of the bank have been settled,” 
said a banker dose to the affairs 
of Al Mashreq. "A few insignifi- 
cant details remains to be sorted 
out, but rhere is no major prob- 
lem," he said, preferring anony- 
mity. 


Saudis to build 
smelter to recycle 
car batteries 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Three Saudi firms plan to build a 
smeller to produce lead from 
scrap automobile batteries which 
are now being dumped in the 
desert or exported illegally, the 
head of the project has said. 

Abdul Aziz Al Sahil. chairman 
of the newly-formed National 
Lead Smelting Co. Ltd. (Rasass). 
told Reuters the 50 million riyal 
($13.3 million) plant was ex- 
pected to begin operating about 
20 months after construction be- 
gins in September. 

He said three privately-owned 
Saudi firms — The National In- 
dustrialisation Company (NIC), 
Al Baraka Investment and De- 
velopment Co., and Al Sihiry 
Lead Company — would take 
equal stakes in the plant along 
with Germany's Metallgesell- 
schaft A.G., represented by its 
subsidiary Berzelius. 

The owners will provide 30 per 
cent of the factory’s paid-in capit- 
al while the Saudi Fund for In- 


dustrial Development will cover 
50 per cent of the cost with an 
interest-free loan. 

Commercial banks will finance 
the remaining 20 per cent of the 
project, the first of its kind in the 
Gulf Tegion. 

Mr. Sahil said the Riyadh plant 
would be able to produce 12,000 
tonnes of lead a year from 20,000 
tonnes of scrap batteries. 

He said this would encourage 
car dealers to stop dumping bat- 
teries in the desert, where up to 
6000 tonnes of sulphuric add a 
year could seep into the desert 
soil, or exporting them to unscru- 
pulous dealers in southeast Asia. 
Both steps are banned in the 
kingdom for environmental 
reasons. 

Mr. Sahil said Rasass would 
soon begin purchasing the batter- 
ies from the Saudi market. They 
would be recycled to produce 
hard and soft lead, polypropylene* 
and sodium sulphate. 



APARTMENT FOR \ 

JiENT I 


Available for rent a 255m‘ super deluxe apartment ir. West 
Shemeisani. 

Four bedrooms, spacious living and dining area with a large 
terrace overlooking Wadi Sakra & Jebal Amman. 


For more information please contact 


663253 from 5-/2 AM. 


Tel: 625 


TOM SELLECK— IN 

RUNAWAY 

V Show: 3:30. 6:30. 8 JO p.m. 


SEMI VILLA & FURNISHED FLAT 

FOR RENT 

Semi villa with 3 bedrooms. 2 big halls. 3 bathrooms. 3 
balconies with a garden and central heating. 

☆ Furnished flat of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. 2 halls, central 

healing & telephone. 

Tariq area — near SOS Village. 

Please call tel.: 694941 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Prince Rashed Qtr.- near the Royal Automobile Club and 
the American School. 4 bedrooms, three bathrooms, two 
sitting rooms, dining room, dining comer, open garages, 
garden and large parking areas. 

Tel.: 815808 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) 


HOUSE OF ANTIQUES 

In Omar ELMohtmb Centre, Abdoun tel.: 824698 

Now available: 

A* Rugs and kilims: Persian, Caucasian. Turkoman. 

☆ 19th Century Russian belts, and enamelled silver. 

* Ottoman dated rifles, and old daggers. 

☆ Ceramic and glass objects, and other works of an. 

Open dally (except Friday):- 19-1 noon, '4-8 p.m. 


Learn Arabic In 9b Days 
(For Ladies Only) 

Private lessons in Arabic language for non-Arab speakers 
in both spoken and classical forms starting Saturday, Aug. 
10, 1991. 

For further Information pis. call tel. 601600 or 687877 


TO EMBASSIES, NEWS AGENCIES 
AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 

Professional translation services 
Arabic £* English 

(U.K. and Jordan University graduates) 

All disciplines; law, media, political, science and 
technology 

Call M. Shamayleh, Office: 08-51439, Home: 695075 


AQABA RAILWAY CORPORATION: INVITATION FOR BIDS 
TENDER NO. 5/91 

1. The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has 
received a loan from the World Bank in various currencies 
towards the cost of multi mode transport project and it is 
intended that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to 
eligible payments under the contract for supply of permanent 
way materials lor track renewals. 

2. Aqaba Railway Corporation now invites sealed bids from 
eligible bidders for the supply of rails, sleepers, fastenings and 
other permanent way materials. The materials are required for 
carrying out complete track renewal for 10.4 kilometres of track 
between El-Hasa and Ma'an in Jordan 

3. Interested eligible bidders from member countries of the 
World Bank, Switzerland and Taiwan. China, may obtain further 
information from the office of Aqaba Railway Corporation. P.O. 
Box 50. Ma'an. Jordan (Telex No. 64003ARC JO). 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by 
any interested eligible bidder on the submission of a written 
application to the above address and upon payment of a 
non-refundable fee of JD 160. 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a bid security of 5 per cent 
in accordance with clause 15. page 10 of the instructions to 
bidders and must be delivered to the Aqaba Railway Corpora- 
tion on or before 1200 hours (local time) on 15 October 1991. 

Aqaba Railway Corporation 
Director General 
H.M. Krlshan 





























































































World News 


New fighting erupts in Croatia 
after EC peace mission fails 


BELGRADE (AP) — New fire- 
fights were reported Monday in 
the separatist Republic of 
Croatia, punctuating disappoint- 
ment over a failed European 
peace mission. 

Yugoslav media reported that 
fighting broke out late Sunday 
near Split, a major Adriatic port, 
in eastern Slavonia near the bor- 
der with rival Serbia and in cen- 
tral Croatia. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of casualties in any of the 
fighting. 

Croatia and Serbia, Yugosla- 
via's two largest republics thar are 
traditional rivals, traded accusa- 
tions of blame for the collapse of 
the European Community peace 
effort. 

But the leader of an EC peace 
mission laid the blame at Serbia's 
door and left Belgrade Sunday, 
warning "tragedy and catas- 
trophe" loomed. 

“The outside world definitely 
has the right to know" that the 
talks broke down because of the 
Serbian delegation's stubborn- 
ness, said Dutch Foreign Minister 
Hans Van Den Broek. He spoke 
upon his return to Amsterdam 
after heading the three-man mis- 
sion for two days of talks with top 
.Yugoslav leaders. 


Philippine 
guerrilla 
army chief 
captured 
in Manila 


MANILA (R) — Philippine 
police captured the chief of the 
Communist guerrilla New Peo- 
ple's Army (NPA) and his wife at 
a Manila hospital Monday, police 
said. 

Romulo Kintanar was having a 
medical check-up at the Makati 
Medical Centre in Manila's finan- 
cial district when police arrested 
him. Colonel Perdval Adiong 
said in a radio interview. 


Mr.Kintanar and his wife, 

. Gloria Jopson, were surrounded 
by about a dozen policemen when 
they were brought out of the 
hospital in handcuffs and driven 
to a suburban police camp, a 
Reuter reporter on the scene 
said. 

Mr. Kintanar was arrested in an 
opthalmologist’s clinic on the 
third floor of the hospital, hospit- 
al staff said. 

Mr. Kintanar had been pre- 
viously captured by the military 
but escaped from detention in 
3989. 


The NPA, military arm of the 
banned Philippine Communist 
Party, has been fighting for 22 
years to establish a Marxist state. 

As NPA commander in chief 
and member of the party's Cen- 
tral Committee, Mr. Kintanar 
carried a bounty of one million 
pesos ($35,700), the military said. 
A reward of 500,000 pesos 
($17,850) was offered for his 
wife. 


“We have been on his heels for 
some time. This is a blessing from 
the Lord,” said Col. Adiong, one 
of the officers commanding the 
unit that carried out the arrest. 


Mr. Kintanar was the 10th 
guerrilla officer captured by the 
military and police in raids on 
rebel hideouts in Manila during 
the past two weeks. 

Reporters asked the rebel lead- 
er what his name was as police 
whisked him into a waiting van. 

“Kintanar,” be told them. 

Meanwi fle, the Justice Depart- 
ment will ask former first lady 
Imelda Marcos and her children 
to respond to tax fraud charges 
filed by the government last 
week, the government 
announced Monday. 

The “task force' investigating 
the cases against Mrs. Imelda 
Marcos, her three children and' 
in-laws has found out that there is 
sufficient grounds to proceed 
with the formal inquiry,” Acting 
Justice Secretary Silvestre Bello 
said. 

The preliminary investigation 
; corresponds to a grand jury probe 
and could conclude with the task 
force asking a judge to issue an 
indictment and arrest warrants. 

Last Thursday, the government 
filed 11 tax fraud charges against 
Mis. Marcos, two against her 
son, Ferdinand Jr., and youngest 
daughter, Irene Araneta. 

The charges were filed one day 
after Prescient Corazon Aquino 
lifted a government ban that has 
blocked the family of the late 
President Ferdinand Marcos from 
returning from exile. 


Mrs. Aquino, however, re- 
fused to allow the return of the 
remains of the former president. 
Mr. Marcos died in Hawaii in 
September 1989, three years after 
a popular revolt toppled his 20- 
year rule and installed Mrs. 
Aquino as president. 


The collapse of the EC peace 
efforts reduces the chances of 
averting large-scale battles be- 
tween the 9.8 million Serbs and 
about 5 million Croats. 

Scores already have died in 
Serb-Croat dashes and fighting 
between Croats and the army 
since Croatia declared independ- 
ence June 25. 

Fighting in Croatia steins most- 
ly from disputes between Croats 
and the Serb minority that makes 
up about 12 per cent of the 
republic's 5 million people. 

The Serbs claim discrimination 
and many are haunted by the 
memory of the mass killing of 
Serbs by Croatia's Nazi puppet 
regime in World War ZI. Croats 
accuse Serbia of seeking to 
dominate Yugoslavia and keep it 
Socialist. 

Many ethnic Serbs in Croatia 
want their own rule, or to join the 
Serb Republic. 

Croatian forces have been 
pushed out of areas of the repub- 
lic, leaving Serb militias and the 
army in control. The Croats 
appear to have suffered the worst 
casualties. 

They accuse the federal army 
of helping the Serbs. The army 
says it steps in only to separate 
the two sides. 


Jacques Poos, the Luxembourg 
foreign minister who was a mem- 
ber of the EC delegation, raid the 
British Broadcasting Corp. that 
European leaders would continue 
to look for a solution- 
“European ministers should 
take the lead in putting forward 
some new solution, as we did in 
Kurdistan when we set up in 
northern Iraq the protection 
camps,” he said. “It was a huma- 
nitarian intervention which was 
not foreseen in any charter or in 
any legal frame.” 

The mayor of the eastern Croa- 
tian city of Osijek, on the edge of 
an area where the Serb militias 
have been attacking in recent 
days, renewed calls for European 
military intervention. 

“Europe's answer to Serbia's 
intransigence should be a military 
one,” said Mayor Zlatko Kra- 
maric. He described the failure of 
talks over the weekend as “a slap 
in the face of Europe by Serbia ... 
whose leadership is now in a 
triumphant mood.” 

The Yugoslav News Agency, 
Tanjug, reported that fighting 
broke out near the town of Skad- 
rin in southern Croatia, about 30 
kilometres north of Split. 

Both Croatian TV and the 
army reported -fighting between 


U.S. report sees record 
homicide toll this year 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. homicide toll is headed 
again this year to a record level, 
fueled by drug wars, rising gang- 
land violence and the spread of 
assault weapons, according to 
Congress. 

A key Senate committee issued 
a report Sunday predicting that 
23.700 Americans will die a vio- 
lent death before the new year 
begins, marking an increase of 
260 over last year's record. 

Sen. Joseph Biden Jr., chair- 
man of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee, blamed the carnage on 
what he called the “three Ds.” 

They are “drugs, and the 
mayhem caused by hard-core 
drug addicts and dealers; deadly 
weapons, particularly the easily 
available military-style assault 
weapons; and demographics, 
fueling a growth in violent teen- 
age gangs.” said Sen. Biden. 

The Judiciary Committee staff, 
which based its" predictions on the 
homicides during the first six 
months of the year with some 
adjustments, found that the risk 
of being murdered in America 
has doubled over the "past 30 
years. 

To counteract the rise in kill- 
ings, Sen. Biden is urging the 
passage of pending legislation for 
a waiting period for handgun 
purchases, and a ban on military- 
style assault weapons. 

He said drug addicts also “must 
be forced off the street and into 
jails, prisons and drug treatment 
centres” because they fuel the 
deadly cocaine market, and 
police patrols should be increased 
to combat gang activity. 

Richard R. Bennett, professor 


of justice at Amercian University 
here, agreed that crack cocaine's 
arrival several years ago spurred 
a dramatic increase in homicides 
in larger cities. But he said drug 
tests on suspects, among other 
things, indicate the problem is 
subsiding. 

Killings will continue, howev- 
er. 

“At any given time m any 
society there are going to be a 
number of homicides. Two peo- 
ple or more get involved in an 
altercation, and they resolve it 
through homicide," Bennett said, 
adding That he believes “what 
we're seeing is chance fluctua- 
tions.” 


Meanwhile, in Texas, where 
the report predicted an increase 
of about 300 murders — more 
than the United States as whole is 
expected to see — "we’re ail 
pretty mystified as to why it has 
become so violent,” said Ruth 
Post of the Houston Police De- 
partment. 


China blames the West 


for juvenile delinquency 


PEKING (R) — China blamed 
the West for juvenile delinquency 
Monday, saying that pursuit of 
values such as freedom and 
democracy led to spiritual ruin. 

“The capitalist system itself is 
the warm bed of juvenile delin- 
quency." thundered a signed arti- 
cle in the Communist Party news- 
paper People’s Daily. “The un- 
stinting rapacious pursuit of 
money and the collapse of social 
morality are the deep roots or 
juvenile crime.” 


greed for wealth pursued by 
whatever means, until they fall 
into the morass of crime.” 


U.S. complains to China 


Entitled “the whole socieo 
comes together to care for ana 
save the lost youth," the article 
was written by Kang Shien,’ 76, 
head of the Chinese committee to 
care about the next generation 
and a standing committee mem- 
ber of the official Central Advis- 
ory Commission. 

Since the Chinese army 
crushed a student-led pro- 
democracy movement in June, 
1989. China's elderly leaders 
have Aood fiercely on guard 
against the encroachment of 
Western values. 


Meanwhile, the United States 
has officially complained to Chi- 
na about not informing U.S. offi- 
cials of the arrest more than a 
month ago of an American 
businessman. Hong Kong gov- 
ernment radio said Monday. 

The businessman was being 
held in the southern city of Can- 
ton after be'ig arrested in May 
for alleged economic crimes, the 
radio said. 


The man, who was not named, 
had yet to be formally charged. 

The radio quoted U.S. officials 
as saying they were not told of his 
detention for more than a month, 
in contravention of a Sino-U.S. 
consular agreement saying the 
United Slates should be informed 
of such arrests within four days. 


“The capitalist system just can- 
not be compared with the super- 
iority and moral excellence of 
socialism.” Mr. Kang said. 

“Some youth blindly worship 
the so-called 'freedom* and 
'democracy' of the West and 
chase after a Western bourgeois 
lifestyle, their thinking empty and 
their spirit decadent.” 

Mr. Kang had strong criticism 
for the Communist Party, saying 
it had failed in its education 
work. 

Even within the Communist 
Party, he said, some people had 
urged the pursuit of money and 
individualism, resulting in an 
"unbridled lust for pleasure and 


American diplomats in Hong 
Kong said they had no informa- 
tion on the case. U.S. consular 
officials in Canton were not im- 
mediately available for comment. 

The man was being visited reg- 
ularly by embassy officials, the 
radio said. 


Chinese authorities refused 
Monday to confirm a Hong Kong 
report that police have arrested a 
dissident journalist who spent 20 
months in jail for his alleged 
involvement in the 1989 democra- 


cy movement. 

The Hong Kong newspaper 
South China Morning Post re- 
ported Monday that Zhang 
Weiguo, 35, was arrested last 
Tuesday at a relative’s home in a 
village in the eastern province of 
Zhejiang. 


Germany 
urges EC 
sanctions 


against 

Serbia 


Indeed, while 21 U.S. states 
are showing an increase in homi- 
cides. 18 others are showing de- 
clines and 11 states plus the Dis- 
trict of Columbia are staying vir- 
tually the same, the report noted. 

In Michigan, where the Judici- 
ary Committee staff predicted the 
number of slayings would drop by 
about 120, down to 850. Detroit 
Police Sgt. George Anthony said 
even the experts don't know what 
is causing thefr decline. 

Detroit reigned as the nation's 
murder capital before relin- 
quishing that dubious distinction 
to Washington, D.C. a few years 
ago. 


Mr. Genschcr has requested an 
emergency meeting of EC foreign 
ministers to consider further steps 
by the Community to bring peace 
to Yugoslavia, where Serbia and 
the Serb-led federal army are 
resisting moves by Croatia to 
become an independent state. 

Mr. Genscher said recognising 
■the sovereignty of Croatia and 
Slovenia, whose independence 
declarations on June 25 triggered 
the latest crisis in the country, 
was “one of the alternatives the 
EC will consider and review very 
carefully.” 


“Another is that a Serbia which 
rejects a ceasefire, rejects the 
appeals of the international com- 
munity, cannot count on econo- 
mic cooperation or help from the 
European Community. 

“On the contrary, after already 
breaking off economic coopera- 
tion with Yugoslavia, we must 
look at which sanctions, including 
economic sanctions, can be 
adopted against the responsible 
republic, in this case Serbia.” 
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Disb anding Communist Party cells 
to take months — Yeltsin aide 


Croatian forces 1 and the federal 
military, but no casualties were 
listed by either side. 

Croatian TV said the fighting 
broke out when Croatian police 
took control of an abandoned 
array buffer zone. Tanjug said the 
army responded with mortars, 
cannons and infantry weapons. 

Tanjug said residents of the 
nearby towns Obrovac, Zelen- 
grad and Krusevo fled because of 
the fighting. 

Tanjug also quoted the army as 
saying it was attacked in eastern 
Croatia near the town of Belo 
Brdo. just east of Osijek. Radio 
Belgrade also reported fighting in 
Podravska Slatina, about SO 
kilometres east of the Croatian 
capita] Zagreb. 

At least three Croatian police- 
men were reported killed Sun- 
day. 

Serbia and its allies refused to 
attend a meeting of the EC minis- 
ters with the federal presidency 
Sunday. 

Stipe Mesic, the Croatian 
chairman of Yugoslavia's federal 
presidency, told the Associated 
Press: “Serbia is to blame for the 
failure of the mission because it 
doesn’t want ... the crisis interna- 
tionalised and doesn't want the 
world to see what it is doing.” 


MOSCOW (AP) — Indicating 
expected stubborn opposition 
from Communist hardliners, a 
Russian Republic spokesman said 
Monday that party cells in Rus- 
sia's factories and offices will not 
be fully disbanded until the end 
of the year. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin’s decree seeking to remove- 
politics from the workplace in the 
Soviet Union’s largest republic 
formally too&^fect Sunday, but 
his govemmw t was in no hurry to 
enforce it. / 

“Now m ere working out tbe 
mechanisms of fulfilling” the de- 
cree, Mr. Yeltsin’s press secret- 
ary. Pavel Voshchanov, said in an 
, interview. “By the end of the 
year it should be fully im- 
plemented.” 

Several workers interviewed 
Sunday on Russian TV's nightly 
newscast said there had been no 
move to do away with Commun- 
ist Party cells in their workplaces. 

The Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) reported just only 10 per 
cent of the factory managers in 
Leningrad, the second -largest 
Soviet city, have issued orders to 
carry out Mr. Yeltsin’s decree. 

For decades, the Communist 
Party maintained offices in 
almost every factory, government 
agency, academic institution, 
hospital, newspaper and stare-run 
business throughout the Soviet 


Union. 

These “cells” held regular 
meetings, controlled key person- 
nel decisions such as hirings and 
promotions and at the height of 
their power controlled every 
management decision jjf the 
school or workplace. 


The party has lost much of its 
power and prestige, including its 
constitutionally guaranteed 
monopoly on power, daring 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s six years' of 
reforms. 

Party cells have already dis- 
appeared from many businesses. 

In the past 18 months, Com- 
munist Party membership nation- 
wide has fallen by 4.2 million, to 
15 million. Nearly half tbe mem-, 
bers are in tbe Russian Federa- 
tion, by far the largest and most 
populous of tbe 15 Soviet repub- 
lics. 


order. 

But he <fid nothing to prevent 
the decree taking effect as sche- 
duled Sunday, and tbe two men 
have continued to cooperate 
closely on national issues such as 
negotiating a new union treaty to 
bind the republics together in a 
looser federation. 


The decree - also calls foT 
national legislation to remove 
party cells from the army, KGB. 
supreme coon and the prosecu- 
tor’s office, which Mr. Yeltsin 
acknowledged were outside his, 
jurisdiction. 


Gorbachev on vacation 


Mr. Yeltsin's July 20 decree 
requires cells to be disbanded in 
Russia and forbids activity by any 
political party in the workplace 
during business horns. It dearly 
was aimed at the Communist 
Party and does not affect trade 
unions. 

Mr. Gorbachev told the party's 
policy-making Central Commit- 
tee last month that he would take 
whatever measures were neces- 
sary, including a presidential 
edict, to cancel Mr. Yeltsin's 


Sri Lankan troops push into rebel areas. 


BONN (R) — Germany's foreign 
minister urged the European 
Community (EC) Monday to im- 
pose economic sanctions against 
Serbia which he said had Mocked 
a Yugoslav ceasefire pact. 

Hans-Dietrich Genscher said 
on German radio the leadership 
of die Yugoslav Republic of Ser- 
bia and its allies in the federal, 
collective presidency bore full re-, 
sponsflrility for the failure erf an 
EC peace mission Sunday. 


“It has to be made Bear to the 
Serbian leadership that this be- 
haviour meets with absolute re- 
jections by the international com- 
munity,” he said. 

The EC mission left Yugoslavia 
after Serbia and its allies boycot- 
ted a joint meeting of die EC" 
ntmisteis and tbe collective 
Yugoslav presidency to try to 
work out an EC-backed ceasefire 
in rebel Croatia. 


COLOMBO (AP) — Govern- 
ment troops trying to gain control 
of a strategic passageway in the 
north met stiff resistance from 
Tamil rebels, and the military 
claimed Monday more than 100 
guerrillas were killed. 

Tbe battle took place Sunday 
just north of the Elephant Pass 
army camp, according to military 
in Colombo who spoke on the 
usual condition of anonymity. 

One soldier was killed and 14 
others were injured while troops 
were consolidating their positions 
around the camp, officials at die 
joint ope ratio ns command said. 

The camp, which had been' 
under aege by Tiger guerrillas 
since July 10, blocks the passage 
to the rebel-held Jaffna peninsu- 
la, 295 kilometres northeast of 
the capital of Colombo. 


The tigers have long wanted to 
destroy the camp to gain unhin- 
dered access to Jaffna. 

Troops smashed through the 
- rebel siege Saturday night, en- 
ding 25 days of tbe fiercest fight- 
ing since the Li berati on Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) began their 
campaign for a separate home- 
land eight years ago. 

An unspecified but large num- 
ber of Tigers were believed to be 
killed or wounded in the assanlt 
which officials called a milestone 
in the government's war with 
Tamil rebels. 

During the fighting Sunday, 
troops encountered “stiff resist- 
ance to break through the terror- 
ists (rebel) defences to reach the 
northern side of the camp,” a 
military official in Colombo said.. 

There was no comment on die 


Asians seek compensation from Japan 


TOKYO (R) — A congress of 
victims of Japan’s wartime 
aggression has called on the gov- 
ernment to pay billions of dollars 
in compensation as Germany has 
done, one of tbe organisers said 
Monday. 


Lawyer and cm! rights activist 
Kenichi Takagi told a press lunch 
the congress, held in Tokyo over 
the weekend, was the largest 
gathering of victims, with repre- 
sentatives from 10 Asian coun- 
tries and regions and 1.000 
Japanese participants. 


The Congress issued an appeal 


calling on Japan to pay com- 
pensation to individuals who suf- 
fered because of its aggreeskm in 
World War II. 

“Japan has not settled its re- 
sponsibility for die damage it did 
in the war,” Mr. Takagi said. 
“This should be Japan’s basic 
policy, to recover its international 
trust” 

He said that since 1945 Ger- 
many had paid 50 billion dollars 
in compensation to governments, 
groups and individuals. 

Japan bad paid oat only SI. 51 
, billion to governments as well as 
small amounts to Taiwanese 


fenced to serve in the Japanese 
Army and Korean victims at ato- 
mic bombs at Nagasaki and 
Hiroshima, he. said. 


In addition, seven German 
companies had paid $43 unOkm in 
compensation, mostly to Jewish, 
organisations, while Japanese 
firms had refused Co pay Chinese 
and Koreans forced to work for 
them as slave labour. 


Japan’s official policy is that it 
settled the issue of compensation 
in the San Francisco peace treaty 
in 1951 and in bilateral treaties 
with Asian countries. 


N. Korea halls signing of START treaty 


TOKYO (Agencies) — North 
Korea has hailed the signing of 
the U.S.-Soviet Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (START) as a 
significant measure which could 
hasten the removal of nuclear 
weapons from the Korean penin- 
sula. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
dated Aug. 4 said the treaty, 
concluded at last week's Moscow 


summit, “creates one more 
objective possibility to realise the 
expectation and desire of the 
world peace-loving people for tbe 
denuclearisation of the Korean 
peninsula.” 

The statement, carried by the 


official Korean Central News 
Agency monitored in Tokyo, said 
the lessening of U.S.-Soviet con- 
frontation should make it easier 
for Washington to remove tbe 
nudear weapons Pyongyang says 
are deployed in South Korea. 

The United States has never 
confirmed their presence. It has 
counter-accused Communist 
North Korea of secretly working 
to develop its own nudear arms, 
a change Pyongyang denies. 

Pyongyang and Washington 
are locked in a war of words over 
U.S. demands, echoed by South 
Korea, Japan and other allies, 
that the North open .its nudear 


facilities to international inspec- 
tion. 

Pyongyang says it will allow 
inspection only if U.S. bases in 
the Sooth are subjected to similar 
scrutiny. 

Jn* a separate development 
South Korea win formally submit 
its application to join the United 
Nations in New York Monday 
afternoon, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 

Tbe application and a declara- 
tion accepting obligations stipu- 
lated by the U.N. Charter will be 
handed to Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar by Sooth 
Korea’s ambassador. 


Passengers say crew abandoned sinkin g Greek ship 


EAST LONDON. South Africa 
(AP) — Passengers from a Greek 
cruise ship that sank in stormy 
seas claimed Monday the crew 
abandoned the vessel while there 
were still hundreds of people on 
board. 

South African Air Force offi- 
cials said four people remained to 
be accounted for from the liner 
Oceanos, which sank in moun- 
tainous waves Sunday just off the 
shore. Air Force Maj. Genie 
Evert said 578 people had been 
rescued. 

Search operations were con- 
tinuing, but the missing four may 
be on two ships that helped in the 
rescue but had not been con- 
tacted, officials said. 

“We haven't seen any bodies in 
the water,” May Evert said. 

Transport Ministry officials 
were investigating cl aims many of 
the crew were among the first to 
abandon tbe ship. 

Passengers claimed crewmem- 
bers took the drip's only two 
motorised lifeboats, leaving pas- 
sengers to try and launch the 
nnmotorised lifeboats. 

‘They left us in the lurch. They 
knew ... that the drip was going 
to sink and didn't say a thing,” 
said passenger Kevin Ellis. "A11 
the crew who knew bow to oper- 


ate lifeboats had gone.” 

Stephanie Hankinson, the 
ship’s photographer, said tbe 
crew’s departure created panic. 

“They left and there was a total 
state of panic because nobody 
else knew how to let the lifeboats 
down,” she said. 

Employees and entertainers of 
the South African Tour Company 
that rented the Oceanos re- 
portedly took over, launching 
lifeboats and helping people who 
were winched up by helicopters. 

Capt. Yiannis Avranas de- 
fended his derision to leave the 
ship, saying it was necessary to 
direct rescue operations from 
shore. 

“I don’t care what these people 
say about me. I am separated 
from my family, who were res- 
cued by one of tbe other ships 
and I lost my own ship — what 
more do they want," he told 
reporters. 

Transport Minister P J. Weige- 
moed told state television his 
department would investigate a 
report of a bomb threat against 
the ship. 

Terrified passengers waited for 
help all night on the ship’s upper 
deck. As tbe ship began to Hst, 
some leaped overboard, May 
Evert said. 


“People just jumped into the' 
sea when the ship started to go 
over,” he said. 

One man was rescued after 10 
hours in tbe water. 13 kilometres 
from where the ship sank, 'said 
Air force Maj. Andres Steenk- 
amp. 

.Military officials said they did 
not know why the ship began 
taking on water, but that its 
proximity to shore suggested it 
may have hit a large rock or a reef 
off the country’s notoriously 
dangerous “wild coast.” 

The ship foundered when its 
engine room was flooded and 
began listing heavily after it was 
battered by waves up to 7 metres 
high and winds at up to 

140 kph. 

The captain said a piston in the 
engine room burst, knocking a 
bole in the hull. 

Harbour control in East Lon- 
don received a telephoned bomb 
threat directed at the ship Friday 
night, about 24 hours before the 
vessel began taking on water, 
police said. 

Police Maj-Gen. Johan Rust 
said police went to the investi- 
gate, but were denied access by 
ship Capt, Avranas. Gen. Rost 
said ship security officials re- 
ported they had found no evi- 


dence of a bomb. 

Ship officials dented that Capt 
Avranas would not allow author- 
ities on board to search. 

The last people on board were 
rescued at midday Sunday — nearly 
12 hours after the ship enco u nt ere d 

trouble, and only 90 minutes before it 

sank. 


At least 15 military helicopters, 
airlifted more than 200 people off 
the Oceanos, Evert said, and 
more than 300 were pulled from 
the sea or from life rafts. 


Planes chopped life preservers 
to people In the water, he said. 
Many were saved by three mer- 
chant ships, inducting an oQ tank- 
er. that rushed to the scene. 

The 7,554-ton Oceanos 150 
metres long and 20 metres wide 
— was carrying mostly South 
African passengers, with a crew 
of Britons, Greeks, Egyptians, 
Hungarians and Mauritians. 

The strip had left tire Tnrfhm 
Ocean port of East London 
Saturday on the return fee of a 
Durban-Capc Town-Durban 
cruise. It sank aft Coffee Bay 
part of the TranakeC black horned 

land 130 kilometres northeast of 

East London. 

The Oceanos is (he timti cruise 
drip Epirotiki Lines has lost in 
the three years. — 


her purse, a Cairo newspaper, 
reported Monday. A1 Abram said 
Azza Magdy Farag, 25, holder of 
a karate black belt, chased Jhp; 
purse snatcher, knocked hte 
down in a brief- fight sod then 
handed him off to a police station. 


Mr. Gorbachev has left for his 
annual summer vacation in the 
Crimea, a resort peninsula in 
southern Russia, TASS 
announced Monday. 

The one-sentence item said 
Mr. Gorbachev left Moscow Sun- 
day, but gave no other details on 
his trip. 

Mr. Gorbachev usually takes 
about a month’s vacation in Au- 
gust. 

The Soviet leader cut short last 
year's holiday to address soldiers' 
in nearby Odessa about the Gulf 
crisis, then returned to Moscow 
ahead of schedule to tackle the 


Queen mother 
turns 91 


countrys worsening economic 
problems and political disintegra- 
tion. 


casualties from the rebels. 

Troops recovered 24 bocties of 
rebels, inducting some of women 
guerrillas, in the operation Sun-, 
day. The army intercepted rebel 
radio messages that indicated 
more than 100 guerrillas died in 
she fighting, said tbe officials. 

Tiger rebels often cany away 
tbeir dead, making a precise body 
count impossible. 

Since July 14, about 10,000. 
troops bad been trying to reach' 
i the besieged army camp where 
800 soldiers were trapped. 

The troops fought rebels en- 
trenched in concrete under- 
ground bunkers with snipers per- 
ched on trees. They also thwarted 
several rebels attempts to destroy 
tbe camp by ramming its gate 
with bulldozers loaded with 
bombs, officials said. 


SANDRINGHAM, England 
(AP) — Queen Mother Eliz abeth 
quietly celebrated her 91st both- 
day Sunday with her daughter, 
the queen, at the Royal ftanefaring- 
ham estate ip Norflok, eastcm 
England. As the qneen mother 
left the Sandringham Parish 
Church after morning senrice, the 
organist stiuped a few tons 
“happy birthday to you,” info the' 
p rocess i onal, .sending, the small 

and smiling former queen .pot to 
waiting well-wishers with a 
flourish. The church was padted- 
with focal residents -and estate 
wo rker s who joined the rector in 
wishing the queen mother “a very 
happy day.” There was more 
applause as his. - words-were 
broadcast to. a. crowd outside. 
About k Thousand people, ’many 
of than children wkh boe^aets, 
waited, in the s u n sh ine oomoeto 
greet tbe queeg. modtef h _'tife 
widow of Kmg George.VT,who 
rcagned daring Wodd.War It, 
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